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Acexts: T. METCALF & CO. Bosrox, Mass.; II. 


THE FOLLOWING 


P. WAKELEE, Sawn 


PREPARATIONS: 


Francisco, Cartrorntra; E. L. 


MASSOT, Sr. Louis, Mo.; ANDREWS & THOMPSON, Batrimore, Manyianp, ere., ETC. 


To be had also from the first class Drug Stores. 





ALBESPEYRE’S BLISTERING TISSUE. 

This Tissue is always reliable, being of a uniform strength and blistering 
in six hours. It is neat, handy, economical, and of a great convenience for 
Physicians (principally country Physicians) Pharmaceutists, and 
Patients, Generally used in the civil practice ; it is the only one employed 
in the active armies and hospitals of France. 

ALBESPEYRE’S EPISPASTIC PAPER, is used for maintaining blis- 
ters, in preference to any drawing ointments. 


RAQUIN’S CAPSULES, 
Approved by the French Academy of Medicine—Daily prescribed with 


success by the profession at large These Capeules are superior to any 
similar preparations, 


GENEVOIX PURE OIL OF HORSE CHESNUTS. 

This Anti-Govur preparation is among the numerous topical applica 
tions possessed by therapeutics, the best external remedy for Gout, Kieu- 
MATISM, and NEURALGIA. 

N.b. Jt is very important, in applying this oil, to rub gently on the 
inflamed part, tll the sken is completely saturated with the oil. 

E. GENEVOLKX, Phen., 14 ltue des Beaux Arts, Paris. 
BLANCARD’S PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

L:very physician, every work of medicine, regards the Iodide of Iron as 
an excellent preparation, uniting the properties of both Lron and lodine. 

Each pill contains one grain of Iodide of Lron, the dose is two to four 
pills a day. None are genuine which have not a reactive silver seal 
attached to the lower part of the cork, &c., &c. 

BLANCARD, Phen., No. 40 Rue Bonaparte, Paris, 
BONJEAN’S ERGOTINE & DRAGEES OF ERGOTINE. 

Bonjean’se Ergotine, or purified Extract of Ergot, is the extractive prin- 
ciple of Secale Cornutum, minus its poisonous substance. In consequence, 
Bonjean’s Ergotine may be given in doses proportionate to the danger of 
the case, without any risk for the life of the patient. The dose of Bonjean’s 
Ergotine is from five to 10 grains, daily. One dragée (three grains) may 
be given, crushed, every two or three hours, in some grave cases of uterine 
hemorrhage. 

LABELONYE, Phen., No. 19 Rue Bourbon, Villeneuve, Paris. 
QUEVENNE'S IRON AND DRAGEES OF IRON 
BY HYDROGEN, 

Physicians desirous to have a faithful article, will prescribe Genuine 
Quevenne’s Iron, which is always uniform and reliable, and quite different 
from the commercial Lron by Hydrogen. 

It comes in small bottles, with a tin spoon containing two grains of Iron, 
which is a dose. E. GENEVOLKX, 14 Rue des Beaux Arts, Paris. 

LEBEL’S SAVONULES OF COPAIVA, &c., &c. 

The unfriendly action of Copaiva on the stomach, causing nauseous eruc- 
tations and gastric derangements, renders its continued employment often 
impossible. In Lebel’s Savonules, the Balsam, by its saponification with 
an alcali, is modified in such a manner, that its digestion is easy and its 
absorption more ready, besides its elegant form and disguise under a coat- 


ing of gluten, recovered by sugar as a dragée, neither offend the sight nor 
displease the palate. 





PIERLOT’S VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 
FOR NERVOUS AFFECTIONS. 

This preparation is not at all like the one prepared by Apothecaries, after 
the formula published in the journals; its odor, its taste, and above all, its 
success, where the other one fails, will tell at once how different they are 
one from the other. 

Genuine Pierlots Vulerianate of Ammonia is a most efficacious 
remedy in Neuralgia, Epilepsy, Convulsions, Hysteria, &c., &c. 
Dose.—Two to three teaspoonfuls, daiiy. 

PIERLOT, Phen., 40 Rue Mazarine, Paris, 
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BOUDAULT'S PEPSINE, 
Successfully preseribed in Dyspepsia, Gagtralgia, in slow and difficult 
digestion, in chronic diseases, and also to arrest vomiting during preg- 
nancy. 
Dose.—Fifteen grains in powder, two or three times a day, just before 
eating. 

LABELONYE’S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS, 
Each Granule contains one-third of a grain of Hydro-aleobolic Extract of 
Digitalis Purpurea. This preparation is an excellent sedative, a powerful 
diuretic, and is perfectly acceptable to the stomach. They regulate well 
the Pulsations of the Heart, increase rapidly the urinary secretions, act 
remarkably well in the Nervous Palpitations, Aneurisms, and Hyper- 
trophies of the Heart, in various kinds of Dropsies, principally those 
symptomatic to the Heart. 

Dosr.—Four to ten Granules daily. 
LABELON YE, Phen. 19 Rue Bourbon Villeneuve, Paris. 
FRUNEAU’S ASTHMATIC PAPER, 
This paper contains a determined quantity of Nitrate of Potash, Bella- 
donna, Hyosciamus, Stramonium, and it burns well, and its pleasant fumes 


near the patient, in a closed room, relieve immediately all oppressions. 
FRUNEAU, Phen... Nantes, France, 
E. & 8. FOUGERA’S COMPOUND DRAGEES OF 
SANTONINE, 

These Dragées compound of Santonine and Jalapine are at the same time 
vermifuge and purgative—being coated with sugar they are pleasant to 
take, even for children. Each Dragée contains half a grain Santonine and 
one-fifth of a grain of Jalapine, with chocolate and coated with sugar. 

Dose.—Ten to twelve a day for an adult, repeated three days. 


GELIS & CONTE’S -DRAGEES OF LACTATE 
IRON, 
Approved by the French Academy of Medicine, 

The superiority of action of the Lactate of Iron is duly attributed to its 
perfect solubility in the gastric juice. It is daily prescribed for Chlorosia, 
Whites, Amenorrhwa, and general debility. Each Dragée contains one 
grain Lactate of Iron. 

Dose.—Two to three, three times a day. 


PAULLINIA-FOURNIER, 
Is daily administered as a tonic and principally for the nervous system, 
hence its advantageous application for Neuralgia, Headache, convulsions 
of the stomach, &e., &e. It is favorably spoken of by Drs. Trousseau, 
Pidoux, Grisolle, &c., &e. No. 26 Rue d’Anjou St, Honoré, Paris. 
E. & $8 FOUGERA’S DRAGEES AND SYRUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF TRON. 

The efficacy of this new preparation, containing two important elements 
of our system, Iron and Phosphorus, is admitted by all Physicians who 
have employed it. Being borne easily by the most delicate stomachs, it 
agrees very well with young ladies; it is used with cecided benefit in cases 
of general debility, Anemia, Dyapepsia, Neuralgia, and principally 
where a nervous tonic is indicated, 

Dosrs.—Two to four Dragees, three times a day, or a dessert to a tea- 
spoonful three times a day. For children in proportion, 


PERSONNE'S IODINISED OIL. 
APPROVED BY THE FRENCH ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
This Oil, containing lodine in an elementary combination, is very much 

like sweet almond oil in its taste and color; it has great advantages over 
cod-liver oil, as it can be administered in smaller quantity and without dis- 
gust for the patient. Ricord says: that the cure, or at least some modifica- 
tion of the disease, have always been obtained quicker with Personne’s 
lodinised Oil, than with cod liver oil. This oil is used in the same cases as 
codliver oil, Dosr.—A teaspoonful two or three times a day. 

No. 19 Rue Bourbon Villeneuve, Paris. 
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N.B. Paarmacevtists axp WHo.esaLe Drveeists will find it to their advantage to send for our new 
Price Current, in which the prices of Imported French Medicinal Preparations are much reduced. 
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Medical Jourr briefly noticed ; 
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on the progress of Me i] matters in this City and Country. 
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Fr h. Grerman, De Dn, lit ‘ lo this department of th 
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of Me lieal rature, not found in any rican Journal 

C27" >pecimen Numi ent on application 

Terms: Three Dollars a spel in advance. 

The Pr hers will send to Subscribers paying in Apvancr, Braith 
wmiitesa Retire ct Rankin’ s Abstract or the pF Far tc et (American 
Edition), on the following term 

The “ Mont * and tl “Hoy vlon Lancet ™, $7 00 
. . Braithwaite’s R ee too 
- Rankin’s Abstrae .-.. 4 00 
All letter mtaining money should be regiate ef at the oflice from 
which they ar nt \ll registered letters will be at our risk. 
Address—the Name, Town, County, and State written in full. 
‘THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL MONTHLY, 


12 Clinton Place, N. Y. 
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he Berkshire Medical Journal.— 
DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF RATIONAL MEDI.- 
CINE. 1s published monthly, at Pittsfield, Mass. 
Price, $2.00 per annum, payable in advance, 
Wa. Henry Thayer, M.D. of Keene, N. H., and } cE lite 
R. Cresson Stites, M.D., of Pittsfleld, Mass. pes 
Articles for insertion, books for review, and Ameriean AOD a should 
be addre ese to Dr. Thayer, Keene, N. H Local intelligence, and business 
matters tu the Berkshire Medical Journal, Pittsfield, Mass. 


January, 1861 
VACCINE 
irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 


most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 


the best form for transm ission to any part of the world, Prices—single 
crust, $1; seven, $5; single tube, $2: three, $5; single charge of eighth- 
day lymph, on pointed quills, or otherwise, 20 ets.; twelve, $1. A pam 
phiet of information on the subject of vaccination, &e., will be sent to any 


address on the remission of a three cent pos\ige stamp to the Eastern Dis- 
pensary, in the Market Building, 57 Essex, cor. Grand Street, New York. 
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Planten’s Capsules 
ARE THE BEST IN THE WORLD. 
PROVED BY 22 YEARS’ TRIAL. 
THEY STAND ANY CLIMATE, 

All professional men who have used them, or who 
have witnessed their administration, declare them to 
be very efficacious, 

AND SON, 224 WILLIAM 





H. PLANTEN 
Beg leave to call the attention of the 


STREET, NEW YORK, 
Trade and the Profession to their 
Compounp Cuness AND Coparpa CapsuLes. They contain the most 
wowerful extracts of medicines, recommended by the most practical men, 
rug stores who kee Pp. them for sale find the demand incre ased every 
day. Order distinctly, “ PLANTEN’s Compounp CapsuLes.” They are put 
up in boxes of 36, and vials of 72 capsules each. 
The following is a list of the various preparations put up by us to which 
we solicit attention: 
Of Pure COPAIBA BALM. 
COMPOUND COPAIBA AND OIL OF CUBEBS. 


“ CONCENTRATED CASTOR OIL. 
“ IMPORTED BERGEN COD-LIVER OIL, 
* OLL OF TURPENTINE, 


* PURIFIED TAR, 
Our IMPROVED FRENCH CAPSULES OF PURE COPAIBA BALM 
AND OF COMPOUND COPAIBA BALM, CUBEBS, &e., &e, are put 
up in vials containing 72 Capsules each. 


TADE & FORD, 


, 
\[anutacturers and Importers of all 
4 kinds of SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 
Syrinces, Trusses, ABDOMINAL SuPpPoRvERS. 
SHOULDER BRACES, STOCKINGS FOR VARICOSE VELNS, 
ORTHOPEDICAL APPARATUS 
Electric Machines, Ear Trumpets, Auricles, & c. 
85 FULTON STREET, NEW 


&c., 


No. YORK. 


Priced Catalogues will be furnished if required. 
GEORGE WADE. 


WM. FL. FORD 
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\\ liam S. Merrell & Co., Medical 


BOTANISTS AND CHEMISTS, Wholescle Dealers in all Ame 
rican and Foreign Medicines, and Manufacturers of all Medieal Prepara- 
tions from the Indigenous Materia Medica, Nos. 110 & 112 West ‘Lhird 
Street, CINCINNATI, Onto. 

We call Attention expecially to: 

ist. Tox IsoLarep MepictnaL Princivies, such as the Resinoids, Lep- 
tandrin, Podophyllin, Hydrastine, Macrotin, Sanguinarine, Kc. 

2d. EssentiaL Trnetvres. These constitute anew class of Medicinal 
Agents, made from almost all articles of the vegetable Materia Medica, and 
are more concentrated, perfect and unchangeable than any liquid prepara- 
tions ever before offered to the Profession. 

ad. Fivip Extracts, warranted to be unsurpassed by any other. 

4th. ALconotie AND HypRo-ALconoLic Exrnacts, all of the 
reliable character, warranted to keep in any climate 

5th. MeproinaL Syrups, Bitters, Cordials, and all other compound pre- 
parations, made by improved Apparatus, so as to retain all their virtues 
unimpaired, and much stronger than usually made. 

6th. PLasters anp OrntMents, as Black Healing 
Plaster, Fire Extractor, Pile Ointinent, Eye Balsam, Strengthening 
ter, &C 
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papers 
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most 


Plaster, Irritating 
Plas 
Heres of all kinds, packed in half and quarter pound, and one ounce 
Also POWDERED 
Roots anp Barks, Crude, 
or packed. 
ter Drugs of all kinds Grounp or powprrepn to order in the best style. 


G2 For further information send for our Prick CURRENT. 
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\| athey-Caylus’ Gluten Capsules.— 
e e 
The on ly ones admitted to the Universal Exhibition of Paris, 1855, 
These Capsules have met with the open and candid approval of all the 
most eminent physicians of France and England, by whom they have been 
ind are extensively used in their hospital and private practice, Among 
th ese, we will only mention Drs, Cullérier, Ricord, Pucke, Physicians to the 
Venereal Hospital of Paris, * Hopital du Midi; Drs. Arthur Hill Hassall 
and Wm. Lane. of the Lock Hospital of London: also the London Lancet 
and Medical Times 
Since their introduction in America, they have been received with the 
most marked favor by the Physicians and Druggists who have tried them. 
They are acknowledged by every practitioner to be the best and the most 
reliable prepar: ation of the kind now in use. 
Lhe following are the different kinds manufactured by Mathey-Caylus: 
( opaiba, Cubebs, and Carbonate of 
Iron, 
— and Tannic Acid, 
Cubebs pure, or with Alum, 
Venice Turpentine, 
Norway Tar. 


ground and in superfine powders, in bulk 


*ure Copaiba, 

opaiba and Cubebs, 

‘opaiba and Citrate of Tron, 
opaiba and Rhatany, 

opaiba and Magnesia, 

opaiba and Catechu, 

‘vpaiba, Cubebs, and Rhatany, 
DR. CULLERILR’S BALSAMIC 
Wholesale by 





MIXTURE IN CAPSULES, 
J. M. BECKER, 

Sole Agent for United States, 
23 Walker street, New York. 


Medicinal Mineral Waters, 


833 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
DR. HANBURY SMITH 

Has opened an establishment = the preparation and sale of all kinds of 

Mineral Waters, similar to the Royal German Spa at Brighton, England, 

which has now been in successful and constantly increasing activity for 

thirty-six years. 

The Kissingen water, of the same class, but stronger than Congress, has 
obtained a remarkable popularity both with the profession and the public. 

The Vichy, so much i auded by Golding Bird in his chapter on Uric Acid, 
is also largely called for, as is also the Marienbad, 

The Pyrmont is the most active and reliable of chalybeates; Pullna of 
magnesian cathartics, 

Dr. Hanbury Smith having made a special study of the subject, will be 
happy to indicate the most suitable water in any given case, on application 
personally, or by letter, at 

883 BROADWAY, N. Y. 

The waters " soo up in pints at $1 75, ha pints at $1 25 per dozen, 
delivered free ew York. No charge for packing quantities of two 
dozen and upw om 


pri 
Bartirere Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


\ thletic and Gymnastic Exercises, by 
John H. Howard. 12mo. profusely illustrated. London, 1860. $2.25. 
Bariuiere Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


AT 


inciy ves de la doctrine et de la 
ore 5 en Medecine, par J. D. de Savignac. 8vo. Paris, Pay 


| echerches sur les yy ende- 
miques du foie, par J. L. Rouis, M.D. 8yvo. _ 1860. $1.50. 
Bariirere Broruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
We by a healthy young woman, of good habits, confined four weeks 
since. Best medical references given. Apply to the “Home for the 
Friendless,” No, 82 East Thirtieth street. 
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CLINICAL LECTURES ON THE DISEASES OF 
WOMEN, 


DELIVERED AT BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, 


BY 
B. FORDYCE BARKER, M.D. 


OBSTETRIC PHYSICIAN TO THE HO6PITAL. 
Lectvre IT. 
THE CHSAREAN SECTION. 


GenTtLeMEN :—I will first give you the history of the case, 
from the close of my last lecture to the time of the death 
of my patient, then the result of the autopsy, and after- 
wards ask your attention to a discussion of such points in 
the case as seem to me worthy of your consideration. The 
patient was watched with the most assiduous care by my 
excellent assistants, Drs. Fernandez and De Rosset, the 
symptoms were hourly recorded by the latter, and she was 
seen by myself at least three times in every twenty-four 
hours, up to the time of her death. I will give you a con- 
densed abstract of Dr. De Rosset’s record:—T'wo hours 
after the operation, the patient was removed to the room 
of the nurse of the lying-in ward, where the temperature 
of the room could be better regulated, and the patient 
could be kept more free from disturbing influences. Slight 
hemorrhage was produced by the removal, which was 
readily controlled by pressure. Adhesive straps were 
tightly applied over the abdomen, which was then covered 
with two folds of patent lint. Her pulse was then 100 per 
minute, full and soft; respiration 28; skin warm ; tempera- 
ture of room 70°. She took 3 ij. of brandy, and 3). of beef- 
tea every hour, and gtts. x. of Majendie’s solution of morphia, 
There was some discharge of blood from the vagina. She 
slept the most of the night, feeling perfectly comfortable, 
her pulse ranging from 100 to 108; resp. from 23 to 28 
per minute. At 6} a.m., November 4, she complained 
of some darting pains through the uterus, but these soon 
disappeared. It will be remembered that the operation was 
completed at 1 p.u., Nov. 3. At 94 a.m, when I saw her, 
the pulse was 100, and of a good character, resp. 25. I 
drew off 3 vi. of urine by the catheter. There was no 
pain, tenderness, or distension of the abdomen. During 
the day there was no change of symptoms, except that the 
pulse gradually fell to 90, while the respiration was 24 per 
minute. At 4 p.m. 3 viij of urine were drawn off. At5 
P.M. she vomited about Ziv of half-digested beef-tea. 
Spts. of ammonia were applied to the nostrils, and as she 
complained of thirst, small pieces of ice were put in her 
mouth. For several hours there was intolerance of the 
beef-tea and brandy, and vomiting oceurred three or four 
times. This was, however, entirely overcome by giving 
gtts. ij. of dil. nitric acid with each ounce of the beef-tea. 
At 9 p.m. the bladder was again evacuated by the catheter, 
As there was some tendency to tympanitis of the abdo- 
men, the dose of Majendie’s solution was increased to gtts. 
xv. per hour. I will remark here, that the solution used 
was of avery feeble quality, as had been proved with other 
patients in the hospital, and there was no —- to nar- 
cotism on the part of this patient. After taking the dilute 
nitric acid, the nausea and vomiting entirely disappeared. 
At ll p.m. the pulse was 92, resp. 25. The frequency of 
the respiration was conclusive evidence of the tolerance of 
the morphia. She slept very little from 1 a... (Nov. 5th), 
until 5 a. ., but complained of no pain, or other unpleasant 
symptom—on the contrary, she described herself “ first- 
rate.” At 6 a.m. expressed a desire to make water, when 
3 viij. of urine were drawn off. The urine was perfectly 
natural in appearance. She slept very quietly, except 
when awakened to take her beef-tea or Maj. sol. At 10 
Am. Mep. Tiwes, Vow. IL, No. 4. 
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a.M. I saw her, when her pulse was 96, resp. 22. The urine 
was again drawn off. There was no tenderness or tympa- 
nitis of the abdomen. The lochial discharge from the 
vagina had continued, moderate in quantity, but normal as 
to character from the time of the operation. Her symp- 
toms and treatment continued about the same during the 
day. At 5} p.m. she passed water without the catheter, 
and again at 8$ p.m. She slept well and quietly during the 
night. When awake, her intelligence was perfectly clear, 
and she complained of nothing; but her pulse gradually 
arose in frequency to 116 per minute, while the resp. fell 
to 20. Nov. 6.—The pulse, generally, during the day, 116, 
resp. 20. Passed water several times. No nausea, pain, 
or other unpleasant symptom. Skin and countenance 
natural, Nov. 7, 1 a.m.—Patient inclined to vomit. She 
swallows bits of ice, and inhales aqua ammoniw. At 2 
p. M. there was slight emesis, but there was no change in 
the character of her pulse or respiration for some time after. 
The vomiting gradually became more frequent, a dark fluid 
being ejected, and tympanitis began to be manilest. Her 
pulse increased in frequeney to 132, 138, 148, 160; her 
countenance became sunken and haggard; her spirits 
depressed ; a sero-sanious discharge appeared from the 
vagina, and she died quietly at 2 p. m.; ninety-seven hours 
after the operation. 

The post-mortem examination was made by Dr. 
Phelps, Curator of the Museum, in the presence of seve- 
ral of the physicians and surgeons of the hospital, and 
many of your own number, twenty-five hours after 
death. The abdomen was greatly distended, and upon 
opening it, much fetid gas escaped, and the walls col- 
lapsed. But it should be remarked that this distension 
occurred principally after death. There did not appear to 
be the slightest attempt at union in the incision which had 
been made in the abdominal walls. The intestines were 
very tympanitic. To the right of the median line the 
intestines were slightly adherent to the abdominal parietes. 
These adhesions reached from about an inch above the 
symphisis pubis to the level of the umbilicus, and were 
longitudinal, forming a band about an inch in width. The 
intestines were moderately injected, and on the surface 
there were some slight exudations of lymph. There was 
asmall quantity of pus at the bottom of the external 
incision. The abdomen was remarkably free from fluid, 
only two or three ounces of serum being present in the 
peritoneal cavity. In this cavity there was no blood or 
clot. The sigmoid flexure of the colon was found with its 
opposing surfaces slightly attached by lymph, inclosing, in 
some spots, a very small quantity of purulent matter. 
Upon removal of the intestines and bringing the uterus into 
view, its volume was found to be about that of the foetal 
head, its shape irregular, and its fundus on the right, and 
its long axis a little oblique to the left downwards. Its 
peritoneal surface was very feebly adherent anteriorly to the 
abdominal walls. For a radius of about an inch and a half 
around the uterine incision, the tissue of the uterus pre- 
sented a gangrenous appearance, without, however, the 
characteristic odor of gangrene. There was no effort what- 
ever at closure of the uterine incision. A sub-peritoneal 
fibrous tumor, of the size of a walnut, was found on the 
uterus, posterior to the insertion of the right round liga- 
ment. On dividing the left Fallopian tube near its origin, 
a drop or two of pus could be squeezed from either opening. 
The same result followed a section further down. The 
uterus was flaccid, and imperfectly contracted. Upon 
making a small section near the fundus, minute clots could 
be with some effort squeezed from the uterine sinuses. 
There was apparently no pus in them. The bladder was 
contracted and empty. The liver was of normal size, but 
had undergone fatty degeneration. The right kidney was 
of normal size, the capsule non-adherent, with much con- 
gestion of stellate veins. The left was smaller in size, 
more fatty, with its capsule somewhat adherent. The 
heart was normal in size, flaccid, and free from valvular dis- 
ease. There were no adhesions in the pleural cavities, and 
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the lungs were free from tubereles and purulent deposits. 


On examination of the pelvis, the linea tleo-pectinea pre- 
sented no sharpness nor bony growths. The 
symphisis pubis eneroached somewhat upon the antero- 
posterior diameter of the superior strait, which measured 
three inches and three quarters. The transverse measured 
four inches and one-eighti., The oblique diameters were in 
pertect proportion to these. The cavity of the pelvis was 
occupied by an osseous tumor, attached to the anterior sur- 


abnormal 


second bone 
of the sacrum, and extending down to the os coccygis. 


nm 


his bony tumor was smooth on its surface, but on mea- 


face of the sacrum, commencing at about the 


Surement the antero-posterior diameter of the cavity was 
but two inches and a quarter. The soft would 
this diameter to less than two The 
oblique diameter of the cavity was still less. The antero- 
posterior diameter of the outlets was three inches and 
three quarters, measuring from the point of the coecyx to 
he lower margin of the symphisis pubis, I 
ted to mention that the tibia exhibited 
men of syphilitic periostitis and necrosis, 

The first question which will naturally suggest itself to 
your minds, will be as to the propriety and necessity of the 
operation in this case. 


parts 


diminish inches. 


have omit- 
an unusual speci- 


In those Cases, where the pelvis is 
deformed to any considerable degree, or where the pelvic 
diameters are so coutracted as to render the delivery of a 
living child at full term impossible through the natural 
passages, there are three methods of delivery, viz. the in- 
duction of premature labor, craniotomy, and the cesarean 
section, The induction of premature labor is one of the 
greatest improvements in modern obstetric medicine. It 
met with great opposition from those ironically ealled con- 
servatives in the profession, but it may now be reyarded as 
an accepted rule of practice when certain conditions exist. 
The morality of the operation was for a long time warmly 
and acrimoniously discussed, but it is now deemed the duty 
of the accoucheur to resort to this operative procedure, Ist, 


where from certain diseased states of the mother the life of 


the ovum must be sacrificed in order to save her life; 2d, 
where it is necessary to save the life of the child under cir- 
cumstances which do not involve any question of danger 
to the mother; and 3d, under certain conditions where it 
becomes necessary to save the lives of both mother and 
child. 

There is no doubt that had this method been resorted to 
the lives of many mothers and children might have been 
saved which have been sacrificed by cramlotomy and the 
cesarean section. But in the present instance, this opera- 
tion was not in question, as the patient was not seen by us 
until she had arrived at full term, and was in active labor. 
We then had to decide between er niotomy and the caesa- 
rean section, We were oblived Lo choose between the two 
By the 
former the life of the child is necessarily sacrificed, while 
the life of the mother is by no means secured, as statistics 
show that the mortality of the mother is one in five. By 
the latter operation, the lives of both may be saved, but the 
chance for either, we are compelled to say, is small. It is 
most instructive to study the change which has taken place 
among obstetricians as to the conditions which render the 
operation of craniotomy necessary, as proved by the con- 
stant decrease in the relative frequency of the operation, 
Especially is this the case in Great Britain and, I suspect, in 
this country, although we have no statistics by which we 
are enabled positively to assert this. 

Mr. Churchill's statistics, which were published in 1847, 
prove that among British practitioners craniotomy is resort- 
ed to in about 1 in 201% cases of labor. In a paper read 
before the Obstetrical Society of London, February 1859, 
by Dr. Tyler Smith, he asserts that statistics prove that in 
British practice this operation is performed in about 1 in 
every 340 labors, which is a most notable decrease. Yet 


inost horrible alternatives in obstetrie practice. 


in this proportion, Dr. Smith shows that in England and 
Wales, the deaths of 1800 children and 350 mothers are due 
to craniotomy, 


Every improyement made in obstetric 
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science tends to diminish the frequency of this operation, 
where the child is hving and viable. The induction of pre- 
mature labor, the earlier and more frequent resort to the 
forceps, version in case of slight contraction of the brim of 
the pelvis, all are so many means to this end. And as Dr, 
Smith justly remarks, the same may be said of the applica- 
tion of auscultation to obstetrics, a better knowledge of the 
mechanism of labor and the motor physiology of parturi- 
tion, of the introduction of chloroform, and of the better 
management of placenta previa. I was very much pleased 
with a remark of Dr. Thomas, in a paper which he read 
before the Academy of Medicine of this city, at the same 
time that he exhibited an instrument which he had devised 
for the perforation of the foetal head, an instrument, which 
so far as I can judge without practical experience in its use, 
is the best adapted for that purpose of any yet proposed. 
Without pretending to give his exact words, his remark 
was to this effect, that the necessity for the operation (cra- 
niotomy) decreased in exact ratio with the progress of 
obstetrical science. Every one will accept as a law, that 
craniotomy should never be performed when a living child 
can, by any means compatible with the safety of the mother, 
be delivered by the natural passages, The progress of 
science has led to great improvements in the means of deli- 
very with safety to both mother and child. The operation 
of craniotomy is performed in 


Germany . . once in every 1944 labors. 
4 


a... Seo " 1628 

France at large a 1200 «* 
Vieuna. . . “s 68s * 
England . . “ 340 “ 
Ireland... “ 106 * 


It is an operation positively necessary in certain cases to 
save the life of the mother, where the pelvic diameters are 
too small to allow a living child to pass, either from defor- 
mity or tumors, or where the head from disease is too large, 
althongh the pelvis is of a natural size, provided the mother 
can be delivered in this way, without running greater 
hazard than by the cesarean section... We have then a 
certain class of cases where it is a question to be decided 
which is the more dangerous to the mother, the slow, diffi- 
cult, and painful extraction of a mutilated child or the 
cesarean section, and this was just one of those cases. 
There are some obstetricians who maintain that the caesa- 
rean section is never justifiable where there is a possibility 
by any means of extracting the mutilated foetus through 
the natural They assume that this method, if 
possible, is always safer than the cesarean section. It is 
curious to remark that these conservatives, as they regard 
themselves, are generally advocates practically for crani- 
otomy, and opposed to version as a substitute, the early 
use of the forceps, or the use of chloroform in labor, A 
few years ago there was a most excited discussion on this 
subject, before the Medico-Chirurgical Society of London, 
during which Dr. Robert Lee took the above position, and 
defended it with an equally bad spirit and bad logic. But 
I think the great majority of obstetricians at the present 
day regard the caesarean section as indicated when the 
child is alive, and the antero-posterior diameter is but from 
two to two and a half inches, and particularly when this 
diameter is thus decreased by an osseous tumor, without 
any increase in the other diameters, as is usually found in 
pelvic deformities, I, therefore, feel that in this case I 
shall be justified before the tribunal of professional opinion 
in deciding in favor of the cesarean section. 

After the operation you observe that the patient was 
treated by large and continued doses of morphia, and sti- 
mulants and nutrition in good quantity. We aimed to 
guard against nervous irritation and peritonitis, and to pro- 
mote in every way the process of repair. 

You will pardon me for calling your attention to one 
point in the treatment. On the second day after the ope- 
ration, the stomach of the patient became intolerant of the 
nutrition and stimulants, and vomiting occurred, A drop 
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or two of the dilute nitric acid was mixed with each table- 
spoonful of the beef-tea, after which the intolerance entirely 
subsided, until a few hours before death. I believe by this 
means, simple as it may appear, that I have saved several 
lives. Inability to retain nutriment is one of the most pro- 
minent symptoms of great depression of the vital powers 
I have several times seen it after severe hemorrhage, 
whether from uterine or other sources. Now by giving 
the nutriment in very small quantities, with a drop or two 
of the dilute nitrie acid, at very short intervals of time, I 
have invariably succeeded in securing support. 

You will observe that the post-mortem examination 
demonstrated that the incision in the uterus was open and 
gaping. This has been found to be the fact in quite a large 
number of cases where the czesarean operation has been 
performed. I could quote several such from the published 
accounts. No one yet, that I am aware, has closed the 
incision by the use of sutures in the walls of the uterus, but 
it may yet be found that it is safe and practicable with the 
metallic suture. The healing of this incision must take 
place by what Mr. Paget terms “immediate union,” and 
this has been attained by the complete and permanent con- 
traction of the uterus. To secure this, constant pressure 
was kept over the uterus until the dressings were applied, 
that is, nearly three hours; and the absence of hemorrhage 
in the peritoneal cavity proves that the contraction was 
efficient. 

You will observe also that while there was very little 
peritonitis or evidence of inflammatory action on other tis- 
sues, there was a total absence of any attempt by nature 
at healthy recuperative action. As there are no other 
assignable reasons, we are, perhaps, warranted in supposing 
that this may have been due to a syphilitic cachexia, and a 
low status of the vital forces, resulting from a fatty degene- 
ration of the liver and kidneys. 
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REPORT ON DIPHTHERIA, 


AS IT APPEARED AT SOUTH ONONDAGA, ONONDAGA COUNTY, 
NEW YORK, WITIL REMARKS ON ITS TREATMENT, 


By JONATHAN KNEELAND, M.D., 

OF SOUTH ONONDAGA, NEW YORK. 
Ir is some five years since a few cases of what I now con- 
sider to have been victims of this formidable malady occur- 
red in my practice. It was limited to two or three families. 
It was fatal in four cases only, and in three of the four 
death was caused by membranous croup. The other case 
resulted fatally from anzwmic symptoms supervening upon 
albuminuria, which came on with the occurrence of diph- 
theritic secretions in the throat. I recollect in one of these 
patients that a blister was coated over with a greyish yellow 
membrane, like the effusion which in the same child seemed 
plastered over the tonsils; a sore on the lip was also covered 
with a similar exudation. 

But not to go back to these half-forgotten cases, and 
records of treatment, let me attempt to present some of the 
distinctive features of the disease as seen and treated during 
the present year. The two first cases I saw in July last, 
in consultation with the attending physician. The patients 
had been ten days sick, and under treatment nine days. 
One, a girl of seven and a half years, was lying with the 
chest elevated, her head thrown back, her voice a rough 
whisper, her lips and the edges of her nostrils of that dark 
crimson hue, sometimes seen in advanced scarlatina; her 
pulse was thready and staggering, 7. e. a few rapid beats 
following each intermission, and these succeeded by a 
number of slow beats; she was rational, took both broth 
and medicine with ominous avidity. Ere long she rose and 
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crossed the room to get her drink, lay down, and was dead 
in a few minutes; dying of dyspnoea, two hours after I first 
saw her. Her breath was horribly foetid, and the throat 
had been considerably swollen externally; the false mem- 
brane had twice separated from the tonsils, and formed 
again, the last time doubtless extending into the larynx. 

Her brother, aged about ten years, was seized on the 
same day with his sister—both came from school, complain- 
ing of chilliness, vertigo, pain all over, followed in a few 
hours by high fever; they both vomited during the onset 
of the disease ; both seemed suffering from worm symptoms, 
and the boy passed several. The difficulty in the throat 
was noticed in the boy's case on the second or third day. 
The treatment, as I was informed, had been nit. argenti 
and chloride of soda to the throat, and the chlorides and 
mur. tinet. ferri internally. The boy was believed to be 
gaining when I first saw him; he had no fever; the diph- 
theritic coating had peeled off the tonsils, and had not 
re-formed ; his pulse was abnormally s/ow, not exceeding 
sixty-five beats in the minute, and it beeame still more 
tardy. I saw him with his attending physician, a few times 
during the six days he lived after my first visit. His pulse 
(as did also that of his sister), became irregular two days 
before his death; he also vomited more or less, each day, 
for the last five days of his life; his lips were pale; his 
cheeks cold; could not rise without faintness; had no 
return of appetite from the use of tonics and stimulants; 
the susceptibility of his stomach to food and medicine 
seemed lost. He became convulsed, at intervals, twenty- 
four hours before his death, with what Marshall Hall calls 
“convulsions from debility.” He died from anzwmia; the 
blood doubtless having undergone a change unfitting it to 
supply nerve force. 

These two, with three other fatal cases, which I saw by 
invitation of the physicians in attendance, occurred in July 
and August last, in contiguous neighborhoods. Among 
the farmers of our hilly, healthy township, most of the 
subjects were healthy, well-fed children. Since that date, 
there have occurred five more deaths from the disease, in, 
or near the same localities with the five previous fatal 
cases. Not having seen these last fatal cases, 1 am com- 
pelled to depend on the statements of others, as to the 
symptoms, cause, and mode of death, and also as to the 
number recovered. From the testimony of the physicians 
attending, and families in which cases occurred, I cannot 
learn of more than eighty cases, in all, since the first cases 
in July, to this time. Of these (if correctly stated), ten 
have died, which gives in this epidemic, a very large per- 
centage of fatality. Of the ten, five died with croupy symp- 
toms, two in convulsions, or comatose ; and three of anz- 
mic symptoms; occurring in the latter cases during the 
second or third week from the attack. From July last to 
this date, 1 have seen and treated seventeen diphtheritic 
cases, exclusive of the five fatal cases treated by others, and 
seen by me in consultation. Of these twenty-two, three 
were over twenty-five years of age, and under forty ; seven 
between ten and eighteen years, and twelve under ten 
years; one only being under one year, an infant of seven 
months. 

The false membrane was not seen in most cases, until a 
day or two after the onset of the disease, and in a few it 
did not show itself until after the subsidence of the febrile 
symptoms. In two cases it came upon the tonsils, and 
inside the cheeks and tongue, with the return of convales- 
cence. 

This effusion differs from the sloughs of scarlatina angi- 
nosa, and from the inflamed and scarlet tonsils and uvula 
of quinsy, in that it seems to be laid or stuck on to the pha- 
rynx, tonsils, or uvula, looking like an adherent flake or 
patch of thin buckskin ; sometimes it is nearly white, oftener 
it is of a grey or dirty yellow color. Although most fre- 
quent in the throat, it is sometimes found adhering to the 
roof of the mouth, on the larynx, within the nostrils, and 
in a few patients I have seen it form on any accidental 
abrasion, or herpetic sore on the lips. Twice 1 have seen 
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it on the external ear, and then it seerned to pass from the 
tonsil through the Eustachian tube. The patient first sul- 
fered from a distressing ear-ache, and then a diphtheritic 
membrane formed in the external ear. 

Relapses occurred in four cases of the seventeen, and some 
of these were a second and third time visited with the cha- 
racteristic effusion, and one of them, three weeks afier the 
first attack, threatened a fatal termination in the relapse, 
although mild in its first attack. Partial paralysis of the 
muscles engaged in deglutition occurred in two cases. 

In a few children, and in two adults, I saw about all the 
other symptoms, with no diphtheritic secretion. I have not 
counted these among my cases of diphtheria; but they hap- 
pened in the same families, and were treated successfully with 
the same general treatment, with the marked cases of that 
disease. Here I may say, that in this malady we shall 
find remedies addressed to the constitution, or general treat- 
ment, much more curative than local remedies, 

The most striking peculiarity of this disease appears to 
be its depressing or anzemic sequences, so rapidly following 
its vigorous phlogistic onset. For instanee, I was called to 
a girl of tive years, who had, the day before, been seized 
with convulsions, which she had never before had, vomiting 
occurred at intervals, with high fever, and rapid pulse, stu- 
por alternated with fits of screaming. I cleared out the 
bowels promptly with calomel and rhubarb, followed by 
enemata of salt and water; and the prevalence of diphtheria 
in the neighborhood having put me on my guard, I placed 
her at once upon quinine and the chlorine mixture. Yet 
within four days she was found with an irregular pulse, 
cold extremities, and feeble reaction, 1 gave her quinine 
in three grain doses, twice in twenty-four hours, and all 
the stimulating broths the stomach would retain. The 
dipththeritic membrane did not appear in this girl's mouth 
until the nimth day from the attack, after which she 
slowly recovered. In this, and some other cases, it peeled 
off, and formed two or three times. It looked not unlike 
flakes of yellowish white-paint scales, after its separation 
from the throat and roof of the mouth. A croupy cough, 
which began on the tenth night, gave me much uneasiness ; 
this was combated by applying nit. argent. forty grains to 
the ounce of water, and by blowing into the throat and 
fauces, through an ivory tube, exsiccated alum, pulverised 
with an equal quantity of tannin, I also induced emesis, 
at two different times, with a solution of alum, of which I 
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gave a saturated sweetened solution, half a table-spoonful . 


once in ten minutes, until vomiting took place; this relieved, 
for a time, the croupy symptoms, and perhaps the alum was 
useful in preventing future adventitious formations. 

Of the seventeen cases seen and treated by me, all ef 
which had the diphtheritic secretion and recovered, two 
were seized with convulsions, and one child had convulsions 
during the collapsed stage of the disease. It seemed 
probable to me, that in these and some other patients 
cerebro-spinal congestion was a leading feature of the dis- 
ease. This induced me to make stimulating applications to 
the nape of the neck, and in some cases, where albuminous 
urine occurred, to the lumbar region. 
t4 In giving briefly the tr.atment I found most successful, 
I would claim no other merit but that of having somewhat 
early learned, that we must at the outset sustain our 
patients by specific constitutional remedies, and not rely 
too much on local treatment. In a few cases where the 
tongue was foul and the bowels loaded, I gave calomel and 
rhubarb, or castor oil and turpentine, followed by injec- 
tions, promptly cleaning out the primey vis. After this, no 
reducing means were used, but the patients were at once 
put on the use of the following mixture :—Chlorate of pot- 
ash 3 ij., hydro-chloric acid (dil.) 3 ij., water 3 viij., sweet- 
ened to the taste, giving from a dessert spoonful to a 
large spoonful, according to the age of the patient. In 
some cases I added to this a minute quantity of sulph. 
morphia, twice or three times a day, if the child was very 
unquiet. In cases where vomiting was not troublesome, I 
added to the above quantity of chlorine mixture, from one 
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quarter to half an ounce of the muriated tincture of iton, 
I also tried, in some eases, from five to fifteen drops of this 
preparation of iron in sweetened water, once in three or 
four hours, but oftentimes it did not agree with the sto- 
mach, and I fancied it was better borne in the chlorine 
mixture, and that in sensitive stomachs the iron had better 
be omitted. I used, in many cases, chlorate of potash and 
gum guiacum, equal parts, in powder, in doses of from five 
to ten grains once in three or four hours; this frequently 
seemed to act well, not only by sustaining the strength, but 
also on the local disease. I usually gave quinine on the 
second or third day, in a large dose, in the afternoon, and 
in cases where the pulse faltered, or became abnormally 
slow (as it did in some patients in the collapsed stage), I 
also gave the quinine in the morning. It is better given in 
one or two large doses than in small doses more frequently 
repeated. I only observed the unpleasant effects of an 
over-dose of quinine in one case, and that soon passed 
over; in no disease have I seen quinine so well borne. 

In many cases vomiting gave us much trouble, by inter- 
fering with a most essential indication, viz. sustaining the 
patient by good broths and food of easy assimilative capa- 
city. I found nitro-muriatie acid (equal parts of each acid) 
given in doses of six or eight drops in water, and taken 
after food, well borne in some patients, who did not bear 
either the iron or chlorine mixture well. Cathartics, or 
emetics, and depressing expectorant mixtures, are not 
admissible in this disease, except at the outset, and their 
utility even then is doubtful, except in the cases before 
mentioned, 

In one case of diphtheritic croup I gave bromide of 
potassium in a strong decoction of rad. seneka, and the 
result was very satisfactory. I added to each teaspoonful 
dose of the decoction half a grain of bromide of potassium, 
and gave it once in three hours, The patient was aged 
nine years, and as I had failed to induce vomiting by the 
use of the alum mixture, I did not feel justified in giving 
calomel and ipecac, or the antimonial preparations which 
often prove efficient remedies in idiopathic croup. I 
was much gratified with the recovery of what seemed a 
dangerous case of secondary croup, under the use of the 
bromide of potassium and seneka. The diminished vitality 
which is usually found in these cases where croupy symp- 
toms follow diphtheritic fever, makes them fearful cases to 
the physician, as well as to the parent. These cases cannot 
safely be treated as we would treat primary croup. It 
would be the veriest lack of wisdom in me to deduce from 
one successful case, a rule of general treatment; but from 
the experience recorded by others, I would hereafter try 
the bromide of potassium in secondary croup, with debility 
as a symptom. 

The stage of collapse, which, in some of our patients, 
appeared within a day or two from the attack, was some- 
times attended by a diminished secretion of urine. This, 
on being tested, we found in three cases to contain albu- 
men. In these patients external stimulation over the 
kidneys, such as dry cupping, sinapisms, and turpentine 
stupes, were used with good results, Alcoholic drinks in 
aid of quinine, general stimulants and nourishing broths 
seemed useful in some cases. But in some we found 
that the free use of “good sound cider,” as the farmers 
call it, agreed better than ardent spirits. 

We used in one family, where two cases of albuminous 
urine appeared, cider freely, which had been kept from 
passing into the stage of acetous fermentation, by adding to 
each barrel two or three quarts of bruised horse-radish 
roots, after the cider had been three weeks barrelled. This, 
like mustard-seed, and the sulphite of lime, seems to pre- 
vent further changes in the cider for a long time. The 
patients usually crave a stimulant and an acid drink, and 
the cider relishes finely. In the cases of albuminous urine 


it operated with marked remedial effects. The soured 
cider, containing more alcohol than that in which fermen- 
tation has been arrested, was more useful where the 
| patients required free stimulation. It was given either 
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diluted with water and sweetened to please the taste, or | 
where its diuretic effect was chiefly sought in effervescing | 
draughts, made by adding to it bicarbonate of soda or 

potash. 

As an article of diet, remedial, and yet palatable, I 
would recommend, where they can be obtained, sour | 
baked apples, mixing the tender pulp with sugar, or giving | 
them alone if the patient so prefers them. For ma | 
years I have used apples in this way as the diet par excel- 
lence in scarlatina, and how many grateful little ones, nau- 
seated with pap, porridge, and panada, have risen up to call ; 
me blessed, for the grateful change to the apple diet. 

In regard to the local treatment in diphtheria, after con- 
sulting physicians who have seen vd of the disease in 
the city of Syracuse and the village of Geddes, and adding 
their experience to my own, candor compels me to confess, 
that the so much used and commended “nitrate of silver 
often fails to remove the false membrane, and change the 
abnormal action of the secreting surface to a condition of 
health.” In mild cases it is needless, in severe ones too | 
often useless. However, in those terrible sequences of | 
diphtheria, secondary membranous croup, it must be used | 
often, if at all, at least once in three or four hours, and of a | 
strength not less than from forty to sixty grains to the | 
ounce of water, and applied with a curved probang. | 

| 


To prevent the secretion from forming again after removal 
(as it often does), I would use tannin and dried alum, 
applied with a soft linen rag or on the moistened finger to 
parts within reach, and blown into the throat through an 
ivory or glass tube, or two or three quills introduced into 
each other, answer a good purpose; no harm follows 
inhaling this powder, as a short paroxysm of cough clears 
all out again. 

I apply externally over the throat salt pork, moistened 
with turpentine, and quickened with pulv. sem. sinapis, or 
capsicum, if need be. For a gargle, the following is my 
preference, after trying a variety: B. Hyd. Chlor. Ammo- 
nie 3ij.; Soda Muriat. 3iv.; Pulv. Capsici 3 ij.; Vine- 
gar 3ij. Add one and a half pints hot water; cool, and 
use it freely. If any is swallowed, no harm follows. In 
children too young to gargle, apply with a soft linen rag. 
In cases where the secretion from the nose, throat, or ear, 
is offensive, I have used the following: Bh. Chloride of 
Soda 3ij.; Chlorate of Potash 3i.; water, four ounces: 
with good effects. I tried mur. tinct. ferri as a local appli- 
cation to the throat, and believe it is not as good as nit. 
argenti. 

I have used in a few mild cases, as an internal remedy, a | 
solution of vinegar and muriate of soda in water, covered | 
and quickened by the addition of a little capsicum or | 
piperine, and I must acknowledge that these cases did as | 
well as any that I treated. If I could not get the chlorine 
mixture before described, I should feel able to find in the | 
farmer’s pantry, a mixture neither destitute of chlorine nor | 
remedial virtue. The chlorine mixture is usually so well | 
borne by the stomach, so compatible with the use of sus- | 
taining food, and, by many years’ experience, I have found | 
it so well adapted to the treatment of that congener of | 
diphtheria, scarlatina, that I used it in most of my cases 
from the first; adding a little morphine, or paregoric, if 
required, and increasing the proportion of acid, or adding 
the iron if my patient tended downwards, and the stomach 
would bear this addition. 

From what I can gather from the recorded or narrated 
experience of others, and my own knowledge of the disease 
as gleaned from a limited number of cases, I have concluded 
that diphtheria is a blood-changing disease, and that lesion 
of function in the spinal nerves occurs early in grave cases; | 
that we must not wait for sinking, but if possible anticipate | 
and prevent it; and finally, that to oxygenate the blood, and | 
rouse and vitalize the nervous system, are the leading indi- | 
cations to be sought. 
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CIRCUMSCRIBED ENCEPHALITIS, 


TERMINATING IN RAMOLLISSEMENT AND 
PURULENT INFILTRATION, 
WITHOUT PARALYSIS. 

By NELSON 8. DRAKE, M.D., 

OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Tue particulars of the following case appear to me of suffi- 
cient importance, and its features of sufficient practical 
interest, to engage the attention of the profession. 

The patient, a Scotchman, aged thirty-two years, of 
robust constitution, had been engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits, but having met with severe reverses during the last 
panic, he was reduced to a subordinate position. His mode 
of life had been rather generous; he was accustomed to the 
use of liquors, but not to excess; of tobacco he was inordi- 
nately fond, both smoking and chewing; his general 
state of health had, however, been good up to the com- 
mencement of his late illness, which is alleged to have 
taken place in the early part of October last, when he 
ovine signs of mental difficulty. The family informed me 
that during a period of about three weeks the patient had 
become somewhat incoherent, thoughtless, and loquacious ; 
that furthermore his memory had decidedly failed him; 
that he had been deprived of nocturnal rest, whereas he had 
passed his days in somnolency from which he could be 
roused but for a few moments; that his attention could be 


_ engaged upon any subject but temporarily; and that he 


also complained of fulness and heaviness of his head. This 
is about the substance of his previous history. The family 
having become apprehensive of the state of his mind, my 
professional services were chiefly required in relation to 
that question. 

I found the patient at eleven o'clock a.m., on the last day 
of October, apparently soundly asleep upon a sofa, with a 


| full pulse of sixty; the aes eg of the skin above the 


ordinary standard ; his head being still warmer and some- 
what flushed ; his breathing was rather heavy and mode- 
rately stertorous, which, however, was alleged to be his 
ordinary mode of sleep; his respirations were fourteen per 
minute. I had some difficulty in arousing him, when he 
seemed bewildered and embarrassed ; he excused himself, 
apologizing for his condition, properly and intelligently. 
Although he recognised me at once, as a person he had 
seen, and knew me as the physician to his family, he was 
still unable to remember my name. In our conversation he 
made continual misstatements; mentioned occurrences 
which had no reality ; his answers were ready and prompt, 
but given without reflection; it was with great difficulty 
that I could engage his attention for any length of time 
upon any subject; he would either turn to other matters, 
or fall asleep; the latter symptom was obviously promi- 
nent. His gait was erect, but slovenly ; his speech dichtly 
impeded, a kind of thick, hurried, irregular articulation ; he 
put out his tongue towards the right side; his mouth was 


| also slightly drawn in the same direction, while ptosis of 


the left eyelid was present; the eyeballs, however, moved 
correctly ; both pupils were slightly contracted without 
readily dilating, but there was no intolerance of light; 
there were. no noticeable deviations of the other senses. 
At this time he had been detained from his business only a 
few days, and that by the earnest solicitation of his family ; 
his time was passed when not sleeping, and generally in » 
night, in roaming about the house, reading the daily news- 
papers, smoking, and chewing tobacco ; his appetite inor- 
dinate, and his bowels very sluggish. The case appeared to 
be one of vascular turgescence of the brain, associated, 
probably, with centric lesion of a more grave nature. 

With this view of the disease, I could expect but little 
from medication ; the treatment, therefore, simply consisted 
in fulfilling, as far as was possible, the indications pre- 
sented ; the diet was restricted ; derivation upon the bowels 
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promptly instituted; cold applications were made to 


was moderately employed ; 
sorted a mild 


local de pletion 
counter-irritation was re to; and mercurial 
impression was obtained endermically. 


As had been antic ipated, this medication made no lunpres- 
imy friend, Dr. H. 


on Upon the progress Ol his disease, are 
©. Smith, 


ment of the case. 


Was reque sted 10 join me in the further manage- 
It is pratily ing to me that the counsellor 
coincided with my views and in the plan of my treatment, 
to which Oplate s and centle incide tally 
mided. The of the di ease, howe ver, Inaguced the 
further and Prof. Willard 
Parker was consequently invited to see the patient; but 
neither in diagnosis nor in treatment was any alteration sug- 
gested by in fact, there was perfect unanimity on 
every point, and especially in the prognosis of a speedily 
fatal is This event oceurred on Thursday, Novembet 
12th, thirteen days from the 


ment. It 


stimulation were 
propres 
farmly to 


reque sf counsel, 


Lilt | 


sue, 

commencement of the treat- 
hould be stated here that a few days before his 
death the patient gave signs of great cerebral excitement; 
however, no convulsions 


or extended muscular paralysis 
presented then ( 


lves. 
The post-mortem examination was kindly performed by 
Dr. Louis Bauer, and it is to his accurate dissection that I 
am indebted for the following precise act ount of the patho- 
logic al changes which had Laken place. since the disease 
had evidently its seat in the brain, the autopsy was restricted 
to an examination of the cranial cavity. The removal of 
the scalp showed the integuments rather pale and blood- 
the calvarium being removed and exposed to light 
appeared also pale and bloodless ; 


mater bled 


less ; 
the sinuses of the dura 
only moderately, and that membrane parted 
easily from the bone; the whole surface of the large hemi- 
spheres was vascular and evidently congested ; the arachnoid 
was raised by oedematous effusion and separated readily ; 
the various slices of the large hemispheres were punctated 
with blood, and the general consistence was rather below 
the ordinary firmness of this 


substance ; the softening 
became 


towards the roof of the cerebral 
ventricles, Which were filled with bloody serum ; the right 
ventricle, however, contained the largest quantity, and was 
almost distended thereby ; the choroid-plexus was highly 
vascular, somewhat thickened, and at its entrance below the 
posterior margin of the corpus-callosum, large vessels could 
be discerne d; both striated-bodies and optue thalami were 
considerably softened ; the left, however, in a higher degree ; 
the surrounding parenchyma of the posterior and middle 
lobe of the left ventricle was so much softened as to be 
considerably broken down; the commissures, the septum- 
lucidum, the fornix, the central portion of the corpus- 
callosum, the corpora-quadragemina, and the crura cerebri, 
were of ordinary appearance and consistency ; the aqueduct 
between the third and fourth ventricle was open, the latter 
contained but afew drops of bloody serum ; probably it had 
contained more, for its size exceeded the ordinary dimen- 
sions and emptied anteriorly by the horizontal position upon 
the table; a communication between the fourth ventricle 
and the spinal theca could not satisfactorily be shown by a 
fine probe ; the roof of the fourth ventricle and the hemi- 


more evident 


spheres of the cerebellum were moderately softened ; not 
so, however, the crura-cerebelli, The pineal gland presented 


nothing abnormal. The brain was now turned, and its base 
exposed to view; the middle lobe of the left hemisphere 
was found to be entirely broken up, softened, and dis- 
colored in as far as the grey substance, at least, was con- 
cerned; the material contained small coagula of blood, and 
was so soft as to be compared to inspissated purulent 
matter; it could easily be extended, and its general charac- 
ter was that of purulent infiltration ; the pons-varolii and 
the medulla oblongata were intact. At the corresponding 
portion, in the left middle fossa of the cranial cavity, the 
dura mater had lost its shiny, fibrous, and bluish-white 
appearance by discoloration and superficial destruction. At 
the basis eranii there was a great deal of bloody serum 
more or less mixed with the broken-down material of the 
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left hemisphere, and a considerable quantity of that serum 
oozed out from the membranes of the spinal cord, 

From the results of this post-mortem examination, it is 
evident that the patient suffered and died from acute and 
circumscribed encephalitis, which resulted in ramollissement 
and purulent iniiltration; that the disease was chiefly 
restricted to the cortical substance of the affected lobe; and 
that the more central and essential structures were intact or 
but moderately affected. Whether the occlusion of the 
spinal theca, at its superior termination in the fourth 
ventricle, had caused the disease, is very doubtful; whereas it 
cannot be denied that it has accelerated its fatal termina- 
tion, and all these facts account very readily for the absence 
of serious mental aberration or muscular paralysis; that the 
cerebrum was extensively involved in this case was very 
evident ; but a specific diagnosis of the seat of the disease 
could not be easily made, in consequence of the almost 
entire absence of paralysis, or of convulsive actions in cir- 
cumscribed parts of the nervous system. From the general 
character of the symptoms, however, I decided upon the 
inflammatory type of the disease ; and considering the youth 
of the patient and his robust constitution, 1 should have 
resorted to active antiphlogistic treatment, had not the 
patient himself opposed it. From the results of the post- 
mortem examination I have, however, become convinced 
that no medication, however systematic or energetic, could 
lave changed the course of the already initiated disease, for 
it is more than probable that the softening of the cerebral 
substance had already commenced belore the patient came 
under my care, ‘The interesting fact, nevertheless, remains 
that the brain could have been disintegrated to so large an 
extent without paralysis and without extensive qualitative 
mental aberration. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
THREE CASES OF TETANUS. 


Case 1, Jdiopathic Tetanus— Symptoms temporarily relieved 
by Quinine—Permanent relief by the administration of 
whiskey in large quantities.—( Reported by P.C. Barker,MD., 
House Physician.)—Thomas McAdams, et. nineteen, born 
in Ireland, of healthy constitution and temperate habits, 
was admitted to Bellevue Hospital October 22, giving the 
following history. 

History.—¥or four months during the past summer and 
fall he worked at Haverstraw in a brickyard. Leaving 
there about the Ist of October, he came to New York, and 
went to work as ‘longshoreman. While at work in the 
hold of a schooner October 14, he got very warm, and sat 
down in a current of air covered with perspiration. During 
the following night, he was seized with violent substernal 
pain, and cough. At the same time a severe pain began in 
the left groin. On the next morning, trismus was deve- 
loped, slight at first, and attended by some stiffness of 
the muscles of the neck, abdomen, and legs. From this 
time till that of his admission, the stiffness steadily increased. 
The substernal pain, which was at first superiorly, moved 
down towards the ensiform cartilage. No pain in the back 
or head. The pain in the groin continued, showing no 
tumor or discoloration. He perspired profusely during the 
paroxysms which occasionally occurred, trom the first. 

Symptoms on Admission.—He walks with difficulty, being 
unable to flex either the thighs or legs. He moves his 
arms very well. The abdominal muscles are rigid. He 
suffers from occasional startings and increased rigidity of the 
muscles from which he sweats profusely, has considerable 
dyspnoea, and suffers great pain. His countenance exhibits 
the true risus sardonicus. The trismus is complete. All 
the food taken must be fluid. Two or three days previous 
to his admission he received a fall when attempting to walk, 
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and broke one of his central incisors. Through this 
opening he receives all his food. Bowels very slow; 
pulse normal; sleeps very little. Physical examination of 
thorax reveals the existence of bronchitis. Coughs a little, 
raising a tenacious sputum 

Treatment.—Coming as he did from a region notorious 
for its miasm, it is decided that quinine in large doses shall 
be given. Ord. 3i. daily in divided doses. The diet to be 
generous. Oct. 24.—The paroxysms return less frequently, 
are milder, and the rigidity is much less marked. He can 
open the mouth a little. Oct. 25.—Rigidity nearly dis- 
appeared. Slept very well last night. Ordered dry cups 
to spine. Oct. 26.—Since yesterday's note the rigidity and 
spasms have returned fully as severe as at first. The teeth 
are again closed, the sardonic grin again overspreads his 
face, and he lies as stiff as if frozen. It is deemed advisable 
to resort to the stimulant treatment, as quinine has been 
carried to cinchonism. Ordered whiskey 3 ss. every fifteen 
minutes. Beef-tea and eggs as before. Oct. 27.—Paroxysms 
a little less severe, and less frequent to-day than yesterday. 
Treatment continued. Oct. 29.—Very little better than on 
the 27th. Ordered whiskey reduced to 3 vi. daily. Mor- 
phine to be given in sufficient quantity to bring him fairly 
under its influence, and maintain it. Oct. 30.—No spasms; 
rigidity less marked ; the sweating still continues, Respira- 
tion 14, sleeps considerably. Nov. 1.—Rigid again; whis- 
key resumed, 3 xxx. to be given daily. Nov. 2.—The 
rigidity is again less marked. He lies on the side and can 
flex his legs somewhat. Spasms infrequent. Appetite 
good, bowels still very slow; enemas given on alternate 
days. Sleeps very well. Nov. 4.—Whiskey increased to 
2 xlviii. daily. Nov. 5.—Last night for the first time he 
showed the usual effect of intoxication, became very 
hilarious, and made considerable noise. 
whiskey continued. Nov. 7.—Did not sleep very well last 
night, still he is improving, No more symptoms of intoxi- 
cation. Nov. 9.—Improving steadily. Whiskey reduced 
to = xxx. daily. Nov. 12.—He can walk by holding on to 
something. Complains of cold feet, and believes that this 
condition excites spasms. The abdomen still very tense. 
Nov. 14.—Walks about. Had a momentary spasm last 
night. Says he feels well to-day. Nov. 30.—He has 
steadily improved since the last note, so much so that only 
a little stiffness remains in the legs. The abdominal walls, 
however, are still rigid. No whiskey has been given since 
the 2st; having been steadily diminished since the 9th 
inst. Dee. 3.—Discharged, well. 

Case 2, Lacerated Wound of Fore-arm—Tetanus— Death, 


(Reported by Howarp Pixckyey, M.D , House Surgeon )— | 


Thomas Hughes, aged sixteen, born in Ireland, laborer, 
admitted September 13, 1860 (service of Dr. Meier), with a 
wound of fore-arm caused by a circular saw. The muscles 
and tendons on radial side of fore-arm were very much 
lacerated, and the radius was cut completely through; the 
radial artery was not injured, but there was considerable 
haemorrhage from the inter-osseous artery, which was con- 
trolled by strongly flexing the fore-arm, and confining it 
in that position by a roller bandage, thus making pressure 
upon the brachial at the elbow. Sept. 14.—The fore-arm 
was placed upon a splint, and cold water dressings applied. 
Sept. 23.—Patient has been doing well until this morning; 
he complains of some stiffness im moving the lower jaw. 
Ordered brandy. Sept. 23, 6 p.w.—Patient can only open 
his mouth to a very limited extent, head thrown beck, but 
no rigidity about the neck, Profuse perspiration; pulse 
140, and feeble. Ordered brandy 3 ss., and tr. opii gtt. xv. 
with beef tea every hour. Patient was placed in a warm 
bath with potass. carb. 3 iv. dissolved. Sept. 24.—Patient 
slept pretty well last night; he is unable to bring his head 
forward this morning; pulse 140; same treatment con- 
tinued with dry cups over spine. Tetanic physiognomy 
well marked. Consultation was held this morning, when 
amputation of fore-arm was decided upon, but the mother 
of the patient would not consent to the operation. 6 p.m. 
—Tetanic symptoms growing more marked, Ordered, 
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R Ext. cannabis indica grs. ij., every three hours. Brandy 
and beef-tea as before. Sept. 25.—Patient has a general 
convulsion, which was partially relieved by inhalation of 
chloroform, Opisthotonos well marked. Ord., B. Tr. assa- 
fetid and camphor, 3ss.q.h. The patient has had two 
convulsions since morning, and at 4.30 p.m. he died. No 
autopsy allowed. 

Case 3. Trismus following the Opening of an Abscess 
of the Thigh.—Recovery under the Use of Stimulants and 
Anodynes, (Reported by Water T. Cores, M.D., Senior 
Surgeon.)—Wm. N., wt. twenty-seven, a native of Ireland, 
unmarried, a shop-keeper’s clerk, entered the Hospital on 
the 25th of August, 1860. He was then suffering with 
pain and tenderness about the right trochanter; the pain 
was felt in front between the pubes and the trochanter 
major. Fluctuation was at length discovered a little below 
the trochanter, and an opening was made at that point, 
The abscess discharged freely for several days, when sud- 
denly the flow of pus ceased, and symptoms of trismus 
appeared. An attack of bronchitis occurred about the same 
time. He was treated with tinct. opii gtt. x. every hour, 
administered in an ounce of brandy, the amount being 
diminished as the symptoms improved, The symptoms 
returned when the treatment was omitted. These reme- 
dies were therefore continued for several weeks, in gradu-~ 
ally diminished quantities. The symptoms at length dis- 
appeared. 


NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
PROF. GARDNER'S OBSTETRIC CLINIC, 
January 9, 1861, 

REMARKS UPON INTRA-CERVICAL METRITIS, 


Case 1.—Mrs. P , eet, about 30, the mother of one child 
three years old, since which she has had three miscarriages 
between the periods of two and a half and three and a half 
months of utero-gestation, Complains of great pain in 
sacral region, in the pubes, with sensations of weight and 
dragging in the inguinal regions. 

The Professor stated the rational systems in the case indi- 
cated unquestionably some chronic disease of the uterus, 
Of course it was impossible to make an exact diagnosis 
among the various affections of the organ which might be 
the cause. Nevertheless, one might imagine, and in this 
case he thought that the group of symptoms, their com- 
mencement immediately after the first pregnancy, the 
repeated abortions at about the same period of gestation, 
indicated fissure of the cervix, This difficulty was not an 
unusual one. The os uteri was frequently torn during 
labor; some marked instances of which the Professor nar- 
rated from his experience. Sometimes these were imper- 
fectly healed. They never united by first intention, the 
tissue not being sufficiently vitalized for this. They fre- 
quently left a granulating surface constantly secreting pus 
a nidus for any inflammatory disease, needing but @ smal 
irritation to be developed, and when this occurred in con- 
nexion with a subsequent pregnancy an abortion was apt 
to be the result. This sometimes occurred from the inflam- 
matory excitement being transmitted to the parenchyma 
and tissues of the body of the uterus, sometimes from the 
fact that the uterus in its development dragged open the 
fissures, thereby producing either such an excitement that 
contractions are gradually produced; or more frequently 
the tearing apart of the fissure is followed by slight 
sanious weeping, gradually become more and more deeply 
tinged with blood, until finally such a hemorrhage is set 
up that it seriously interferes with the normal functions of 
the parts, by the loss of blood, destroying the life of the 
ovum, ending in uterine contraction, and its: expulsion. 
This may be the cause of the frequent abortions of the 
patient now before us. I will now institute a vaginal 
examination to see if the physical signs correspond with 
this view, 
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Gentlemen, the theory for some abortions which I have 
just presented to you is unquestionably often correct, but 
in the case before usitisnotthe true one. The finger finds 
the os somewhat hy pertrophied and tumefied, but with no 
evidences of fissure; the os presents no evidence of any 
previously existing or present laceration, and we must seek 
further for the diagnosis, and (introducing the speculum) 
here it is plainly perceptible, and if you will pass around, 
you may, in turn, all see the os tincw exposed to view, and 
note its peculiarities. 

In the first place you will note the contrast which this 
presents to those which I have previously shown in the 
unimpregnated female. 
a regular cireular shape, but oblong, almost crescentic in 
form, and having its length from one side to the other, This 
is the well known and almost invariable result of a full utero- 
yestation. I say of a “full utero-gestation,”” because [ have 
frequently noticed that such alterations in the shape of the 
os are frequently not produced when an abortion has 
vecurred even as late as the end of the chird month. 

Next, you will perceive that the entire vaginal cervix Is 
hypertrophied, so that its entire extent is not displayed by 
this quite large glass speculum ; that it has a turgid appear- 
ance; and although it is entirely free from any abrasions, 
erosions, or ulcerations, that it is the seat of chronic conges- 
tion evidenced by its deeper hue as contrasted with the 
vagina, and even with the outermost portions of the cervix 
itself. 

Finally, you will note more particularly the os_ itself, 
somewhat everted, and the protruded membrane of a dark 
red, livid color, and the pellucid, tenacious albuminous secre- 
tion exuding from it. In these symptoms we have the 
material for the diagnosis of the case. It is one of pure 
uncomplicated endo-metritis, 1 wish you especially to note 
the symptoms here presented, for it is a type case of a dis- 
ease Which will form the subject of one of my next week's 
lectures. I will now make an application of the solid nitrate 
of silver, by passing a piece into the cervical canal. 

You will now observe that I have passed this piece into 
the canal to the depth of an inch and a half, and that the 
stick, which was an inch long, is now reduced to almost two- 
thirds of an inch in length. This was not effected by its 
being dissolved, but by the extremity being broken off, 
owing to the brittleness of the stick. This portion is now 
an inch within the cervix, but it is of no consequence. 
Formerly it was supposed to be a dangerous thing to break 
off the crayon thus, but experience has taught me to disre- 
gard itentirely, because in the majority of cases the irritation 
caused by the caustic will generally result in such contrac- 
tions of the cervix as to expel the small piece as a foreign 
body. I have even seen it ejected with so much force as 
to be thrown through the speculum a foot or two from the 
person, and as rapidly as it could be inserted; and even 
where there is so much hypertrophic infiltration into the 
parenchyma of the os that it has lost its contractility, the 


bit of lunar caustic is speedily surrounded by a covering of 


coagulated albumen, which every moment becomes more 
dense and dry, and by abstracting the moisture from it, 
it is soon reduced to a brittle condition—sometimes the 
centre remaining unchanged—and thus isolated, it remains 
till expelled from the cervix by the uterine exhalations col- 
lected above. This process is often a matter of some time, 
even of days, and not unfrequently its exit is accompanied 
by some uterine pains resembling those of labor. 
the nitrate is entirely dissolved, no ill result is to be feared ; 
the caustic properties of this preparation are so limited that 
the residence of this bit produces no more cauterization than 
was effected when the portion to which it had been 
attached was withdrawn. This is not, however, the case 
with some other caustics used in these diseases, as the 
caustic potash and the potassa cum calce, which continue 
to destroy the tissue so long as they remain in contact. 

The patient will return next Wednesday, and we probably 
will find her much relieved, and in a few weeks she will be 
entirely cured. She needs no medication, and no treatment 


REPORTS OF HOSPITALS. 


‘how often such application should be made? 


The os is not, as in them, round, of 


Even if | 
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during the interval till her next appearance, except injec- 
tions of cold water, as cold as can be pleasantly borne, alike 
for cleanliness by the removal of the secretions, and also 
for its antiphlogistic properties, 

A member of the class, while passing round, has inquired 
The inquiry 
is a pertinent one—an undeviating rule cannot be given; 
but the following facts will serve for a guide. The effect 
of the caustic is to cover the diseased portion with an 
eschar—that produced by nitrate of silver scarcely deserves 
so strong a name, as it but little more than forms a film of 
albumen, with an accompanying stimulating and astringent 
corrugation and contracting of the inflamed tissue—this 
remains closely adherent for several days, and not until this 
is removed can a new application be usefully made. When 
the disease is upon the exterior of the vaginal cervix, this 
falls off in from three to seven days, and the application 
may then be repeated, If it is desirable to hurry the case 
the applications may ordinarily be made as often as every 
five days. 

The same rule holds good when the applications are intra- 
cervical, but the eschar is not thrown off nearly so quickly 
as when upon the exterior, The coagulated albumen in 
the form of a plug is found, often on the eighth day after, 
protruding from the cervix. This may be seized and some- 
times pulled away, and if not attached, the application may 
then be repeated. Oftener, however, at this date, it is but 
partially loosened, and any attempt to withdraw it, is fol- 
lowed either by its breaking off, or worse still, by detaching 
it, when its withdrawal is tollowed by a free flow of blood 
from the hypertrophied papillae or ovule Nabothii which 
stud this canal, and thus the too early attempt to repeat the 
treatment is defeated. If there is much irritability of the 
cervix, or much uterine secretion, then this plug is thrown 
off in a week's time, but ordinarily, in chronic cases, ten 
days must elapse between the applications, 

And how long does it take for a cure to be effected ? 
Ordinarily, we may say, in three or four months, although 
this may be protracted by various causes, by the patient 
“catching cold,” falls, shocks, etc., ad libitum to a twelve- 
month, 

The applications, however, need not be applied so per- 
sistently after the second month, Bear in mind, that even 
when making the application every week there are but 
three opportunities for the topical treatment of the men- 
struating woman. The tendency of this disease is to cure 
itself, and it would do so, as is seen in parturient, and espe- 
cially nursing women, were it not for the hyperemia of 
menstruation. Like the frog in the well who jumped up 
three feet every day, and fell back one every night, the 
patient is getting well three weeks and getting worse one 
in every month. My rule then is, to make the applications 
as frequentiy as possible for the first two months, say six or 
seven times; by this time the disease has diminished mate- 
rially, and the patient would speedily get well were it not 
for the menstrual week, and my efforts are mainly limited 
to overcoming their effects, which I do by a single applica- 
tion each month, after each period, and this even when the 
disease is apparently entirely cured—unless pregnancy 
ensue, which Is very apt to occur—for if any disease is left, it 
is very apt to be nursed and renewed by some disturbance 
in the catamenia, or by a severe cold, extra physical exer- 
tion, or mental or moral impressions. More frequent appli- 
cations than these, I am convinced, may benefit the physi- 
cian’s pocket, but surely will not benefit, but even retard 
the cure of the patient. Time is requisite to procure the 
absorption of the effused material, causing the hypertrophic 
condition which is retarded in this stage by too frequent 
interference, 


The professor then showed a case of double inguinal her- 
hia, in a woman of sixty, resulting from the straining during 
her pregnancy many years since. The hernias were as big 
as oranges, easily reducible, and only needed a truss to sup- 
port them. The same patient also had a vesico-vaginal fis- 
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tula, produced by the ravages of cancer of the uterus, 
which was exhibited to the class. Other interesting cases 
were also shown of chronic hypertrophy of the cervix, ulcer- 
ations, etc, 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 1861. 


—— 


HEALTH OF NEW YORK IN 1860. 


Tne annual report of the City Inspector of New York, for 
the year 1860, has just appeared, and contains its usual va- 
riety of loose and often absurd statements in regard to the 
public health, and deductions, the result of the most pro- 
found ignorance of sanitary science. 

It appears that the city was unusually healthy during the 
past year, being visited with no epidemic except scarlet 
fever, which was not severe or of long duration. Still the 
aggregate number of deaths was 22,710, being an increase 
of 1,065 over the year 1859, and giving a per centage, ac- 
cording to the recent census, of 1 in 36 of its population. 
This is the highest death-rate of any civilized city in the 
world, and equals that of many cities during the prevalence 
of such epidemics as cholera, yellow fever, &c. The City 
Inspector casts about for some scapegoat for this alarming 
state of the public health, and is again obliged to bring for- 
ward the often exploded fallacy, that this excessive mortality 
is principally due to emigration. Now the simple truth is, 
that the emigrants are an exceedingly healthy class of peo- 
ple, as is shown by the fact that but 1.31 per cent., during 
the last ten years, have died in transitu. Besides, of those 
who arrive here, the Commissioners of Emigration state 
officially that but about 3 per cent. remain in the city. Yet 
the City Inspector, without a shadow of foundation for the 
assertion, places it at 50 per cent.! This miserable subter- 
fuge will not serve his purpose any longer, and may as well 
be abandoned. He does not know what the mortality of 
London is for the year 1860, but thinks it cannot differ 
much from that of New York. We can inform him that 
had the public health of New York equalled that of London 
in 1860, more than 2,000 of its citizens, now in their graves; 
would have been living, and upwards of 52,000 cases of 
sickness would have been prevented. To one so accus- 
tomed as the City Inspector to count mortality statistics 
by the thousand this difference may seem slight, but to the 
philanthropist such figures are of terrible significance. In 
his efforts to explain the high mortality of the city, the 
City Inspector takes the ground that the death-rate of a 
city must increase in a direct ratio with the increase of its 
population, and hence he deprecates any comparison of the 
health of New York now, with what it was 60 years ago, 
According to this statement, the death-rate of New York 
will necessarily increase from year to year. A more mon- 
strous proposition was never made, even by a New York 
official; and such a deliberately expressed opinion proves 
how utterly destitute of scientific information is the Health 
Department of New York. What are the facts? The 
death-rate of London 200 years ago, was as 1 to 20 of its 
population; this year, with a population more than four 
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times as great, its death-rate is reduced more than half, 
being 1 in 46. In the language of this report, “ these offl- 
cial data speak for themselves, and require neither the aid 
of subtilizing calculation nor interested selfishness to per- 
vert or mystify.” We can only admit the correctness of 
this conclusion of the City Inspector, on the premise that 
the present Health Department shall continue to exist. 
No rational person doubts that if New York had the 
same efficient, scientific health surveillance as London, her 
mortality returns would be regularly reduced from year to 
year, however her population increased, until they reached 
a standard not greater than that city. Could our city even 
maintain its position, and not retrograde, it might be cause 
for gratulation, but it is fearful to contemplate the real im- 
port of this warning, that its death-rate is to increase with 
its growth, Says an earnest and life-long laborer among 
the poor of New York; 


“Make New York as healthy as it was fifty years ago, 
and more than eleven thousand lives would be saved every 
year. These figures are official, and hence unexaggerated. 
And yet this excess of deaths exhibits but a tithe of the evil. 
It is ascertained that there are twenty-five cases of illness, 
on the average, which incapacitates for labor, to one death ; 
so that there are attendant on these deaths more than two 
hundred thousand cases of sickness annually, and more than 


Jive hundred persons are daily \anguishing on beds of sick- 


ness from preventable causes! Who can gauge the dimen- 
sions of such a misery? The bereavement, the anguish, 
the poverty, the suffering, the wretchedness of widowhood 
and orphanage, consequent upon such a waste of health 
and destruction of human life, are incalculable.” 


The City Inspector seems to think New York so great, 
that she is a law unto herself, and will not admit of com- 
parison with neighboring cities, nor even, as we have already 
remarked, with herself, of former years. 


“ New York is the representative city, the great metro- 
polis of the Union; and in her movements, character, trade, 
capital, population, energy, emigration, and enterprise, she 
is the city sui generis of the American cgntinent, and the 
third of the Christian world. To detract from her well 
deserved claims to the recognition of being among the 
most healthy of the great cities of the world, comparison is 
made to the era when she had a population of sixty thou- 
sand souls. A comparison has also been instituted between 
the general health of this ‘city and that of a small New 
England city, or rather a large village, to which the name 
city is applied, which, from the paucity of its population, 
and its semi-rural character, is liable to a small portion of 
those diseases to which a large metropolis, communicating 
with every portion of the world, is exposed. Such com- 
parison might go farther, and even be made to extend to 
scattered rural populations ; but as it is with the condition 
of a densely crowded city that we have to deal in the 
application of the rules of sanitary science, all such pictures 
of contrasted healthiness and sudan are utterly out 


of place in the application of the science of health to a large 
population,” 


Whether the “small New England city, or rather large 
village” alluded to, is Boston, or Providence, or New 
Haven, we have no means of even “ guessing,” but as the 
City Inspector occasionally condescends to allude to Lon- 
don, we venture to suggest that its health authorities do 
not hesitate to compare the health of that considerable city 
with, not only inland towns, but even with the rural dis- 
tricts. Let him mark their language: “So late as 1854 
London was more fatal to life than the country generally, 
but it has since been so improved that its mortality in the 
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AMERICAN 


last of the three years has been less than that of the country in 
the two previous years, being nearly level with the average of 
all England and Wales.” is not from any of the 
alleged differences between neighboring cities and New 
York, that the City Inspector refuses this comparison, but 


But it 


imply on account of the striking discrepancies in mortality, 
which tell so powerfully against the rotten, inefficient 
department which he is endeavoring to hold together. 
There certainly can be no great injustice in comparing the 
death rate of New York with that of Philadelphia, which, 
New 


small 


if not on an equality with York, cannot properly 


New England cities or 
The mortality of that city for 1859 was one 


belong to the catalovue of 
large villages. 
n sixty-four of its population, or but little more than half 
as great as New York. Had the health of New York for 
the past year been equal to the health of Philadelphia for 
the year prece ling, 10,000 lives 
These feartul 


Inspector. 


would have been saved! 


eregates ought to 


startle even a City 


We have not space at this time to expose ail the fallacies 


and sophistries of this remarkable document, and must 


recur to it again. There is but one good purpose which it 
seems to us that it can serve, viz. to convince intelligent 
citizens of the absolute necessity of removing from respon- 
sible positions men who do not know, and cannot learn, 
the true nature of the duties which they are called upon to 
perform. 


o> 
NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Tne anniversary of the State Medical Society will be held 


February. We were 
about to call the attention of the profession of the State to 


on the 5th, 6th, and 7th days of 


the approaching meeting, and urge the claims of this Society 
upon their sympathies and support, when the following 
timely remarks by the Secretary, Syivester D. Witiarp, 
M.D., of Albany, were received, which we cheerfully trans- 
fer to out pages @— 

The medical profession in the State of New York look 
forward to the anniversary meetings of this Society with 
creat interest. Its meetings are held pursuant to statute, 
in Albany, on the first Tuesday in February of each year. 
With the exception of the American Medical Association, 
which had its origin in the movements of the State Society, 
no medical body exerts or is likely to exert a greater influ- 
ence in this country. Unlike the American Association, it 
is not so large as to be unwieldy in its own movements, 
while it possesses the energy and working elements of that 
body. Its yearly transactions ure published under the 
auspices of the State, and gain a large distribution. There 
is searcely a state in the Union where the volume is not 
sought by members of the profession. Through the Inter- 
national exchanges made by the Regents of the University, 
it finds its way to Great Britain and the Continent. Few 
institutions have eqnal facilities for building and extending 
their reputation. The Society has exerted a steady and 
uniform influence upon medical science and medical ethics 
during the period of half a century. It has been con- 
sistently conservative, avoiding slow-paced fogyism on the 
one hand, and speculative air-castle enterprises on the 
other It has avoided the foolish ultraisms and the con- 
tentious questions into which the public and some medical 
men have fallen; and it has held itself aloof from narrow- 
minded medical philosophy. 

Its teachings have been bold and simple, its policy wise 
and liberal, and it has aimed to protect the feeble and 
ignorant, while it has devised measures for the care of the 
unfortunate, and thrown about human life and human 


MICROSCOPES. 





Jan. 26, 1861, 


health greater security. It has labored quietly and not 
inefficiently for the public good. It constantly aims at 
practical results, and it presses steadily forward to achieve 
them. Its influence having been favorably progressive, 
and distinction having been acquired, there is the greater 
demand for the constant exertions of its members to sustain 
and carry it forward to still greater usefulness. Its pro- 
ceedings and its influences should furnish a yearly index of 
the advancement of medical science and the development 
of the advantages which rational medicine confers upon the 
public, and the additional safety that it guarantees to human 
life, while in its every act it should reflect honor upon the 
State by which it is so generously fostered. To this end 
every member should feel himself personally obligated, and 
for this purpose he should bring to each annual meeting the 
result of his most careful investigations in the several 
departments of medical science. Each volume of the 
Society's Transactions should become more and more valua- 
ble as a repository of medical knowledge. 

The State Society should not be contented with a local 
reputation, but should be satisfied only when its favorable 
representation is acknowledged wherever Medical Science 
is taught. Let it be remembered that the achievement of 
this reputation rests upon the efforts of each individual 
member, There is talent and energy in the medical pro- 
fession in the State of New York, and they will assuredly 
accomplish this desired result. 

The labors of the Society will be greatly facilitated at the 
annual session, by delegates reporting themselves promptly, 
with their credentials to the Committee on Credentials, and 
by an early notice of the papers to be read, and the length 
of time they will occupy. Unless the time of the session is 


economized, the Society will have to divide into two sec- 
tions, and thus lessen the interest of its deliberations. 

It is pleasant to add, that the Connecticut Medical 
Society, desirous of expressing the cordial good-will and 
fraternal feeling which should ever exist between societies 
having common and important interests to accomplish, have 


appointed several delegates to attend the annual meeting 
at Albany, on the 5th of February next, among whom 
are the Society’s President, Dr. Ashbel Woodward, and 
the Secretary, Dr. P. M. Hastings, of Hartford. This will 
at least be one interesting feature of the next meeting, at 
which it is hoped every delegate and a goodly number of 
permanent members will be present. 


_->- —— 


AMERICAN MICROSCOPES. 
We have heretofore had occasion to allude to the great 
value of the microscope in medical investigations, and we 
have also noticed with pleasure the increasing desire, on the 
part of medical men, to render themselves familiar with its 
employment. For the benefit of those who are entirely 
unacquainted with the peculiarities and comparative merits 
of different microscopes, it may be well to enumerate briefly 
the various instruments offered for sale by opticians. In 
the first place, it must be observed, that for scientifie pur- 
poses, it is necessary that a microscope of a certain degree 
of excellence be employed. It is needless, therefore, to 
mention the numerous inferior instruments that are to 
be had, the defects of which are so great as to render 
them useless to the medical practitioner. Of the better 
class of instruments, microscopists are familiar with those 
of American, English, and Continental manufacture. As 
these differ from one another, they need to be separately 
noticed. Of Continental microscopes, those of Nachét, of 
Paris, have long and deservedly held the first rank. They 
are distinguished by simplicity, portability, and moderate 
cost. Possessing neither the optical nor mechanical per- 
fection of English or American instruments, they are yet 
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sufficiently good for all practical purposes, and it is for this 
reason that they have been so generally used and admired. 
While admitting the general excellence of Continental 
microscopes, however, we must at the same time acknow- 
ledge the much greater superiority of those of English and 
American manufacture. Amongst the former may be men- 
tioned those of Ross, Powell & Lealand, and Smith & 
Beck. In the microscopes of these makers, the highest 
degree of perfection is aimed at, both in the quality of their 
The chief 
objection to them is their expense, which puts them beyond 
the reach of those who desire a good instrument at a 
moderate cost. 


objectives, and in their mechanical appliances. 


In regard to microscopes of American 
manufacture, comparatively little has been written, and 
yet is it unquestionably true that they are inferior to none 
in the quality of their objectives or in general workman- 
ship. The names of Spencer, Tolles, and Grunow are well 
known to most American microscopists, the production of 
Mr. 
Grunow has succeeded in giving to his objectives of high 
power a large angular aperture combined with a considera- 
ble and convenient working distance. 


each being distinguished by its own peculiar merits. 


The increased angu- 
lar aperture which has been given to object glasses of late 
years, and which for certain purposes greatly enhances 
their value, has hitherto been attended with the serious 
drawback of producing a corresponding diminution in the 
working distance of the lens, this distance being sometimes 
so small, that many objectives, otherwise excellent, have 
thereby been rendered useless for ordinary purposes. In 
the objectives of Mr. Grunow’s make, however, this diffi- 
culty has been obviated, and a large a gle obtained with 
but little sacrifice of working distance. We have recently 


examined a one-eighth inch having an angular aperture of | 


150°, which could be conveniently used with thin glass 
varying from .0075 inch to .015 inch in thickness. The 
performance of this objective was admirable in every 
respect, and in comparing it with one of similar power 
recently made by Messrs. Powell and Lealand, it was pro- 
nounced to be superior by several able and competent 
judges. Its adjustment for thin glass was much facilitated 
by the plan adopted of causing the entire range of motion 
to be effected by revolving the collar through one-third 
part of a circle only—a mode which, we believe, was first 
suggested by Mr. Wenham. 

In addition to his more elaborate and expensive instru- 
ments, Mr. Grunow makes those that are cheaper, and fur- 
nished with a more limited number of accessories. Amongst 
this latter class is a new pattern of “student’s microscope,” 
to which we would especially call the attention of medical 
students, as the best of its kind which, in our opinion, has 
yet been constructed. It comprises a stand with two eye- 
pieces, three objectives, the’ 1 inch, } inch, and 4 inch, 
and a bull’s-eye condenser, mounted on separate stand. 
The instrument is sufficiently firm and heavy to be free 
from tremor, and is so arranged that the body can be 
inclined at any desired angle. A delicate fine adjustment 
is secured by means of a screw situated behind the stage, 
the coarse adjustment being effected by sliding the body 
up and down in a socket made of German silver. The 
objectives are excellent, and, with the two eye-pieces, give 
a magnifying power ranging from 50 to 700 diameters. 
The price of the instrument is $75.00, including an upright 
mahogany case which is fitted up with a drawer to contain 
any additional apparatus that may be required. 
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There are doubtless many 


who would be glad to pursue 
the study of the microscope, but who are either unable or 
unwilling to expend what is necessary to purchase a first 
class instrument. To such persons we can confidently 
recommend the student’s microscopes, as supplying, for a 
very moderate sum, all that is really requisite for either 
physiological or pathological investigations. 


é dite 
THE WEEK. 


Dr. L. H. Guuicx, a distinguished missionary physician, 
who for several years has been laboring in the Caroline and 
Marshall groups of the Pacific, has, from time to time, by 
means of private circulars, called the attention of shipping 
merchants and philanthropists to the dangerous encourage- 
ment and consequences of licentiousness by seamen and 
shipmasters visiting the Pacific islands. Disregarding their 
official and mora! obligations to respect the regulations and 
usages of civilized society, it has been customary from the 
days of Capt. Cook for shipmasters to make floating bro- 
thels of their ships whenever they call at any of those 
islands; and thus, the terrible consequences of syphilitic 
infection have cursed and blighted the masses of the popu- 
lation in Polynesia and Micronesia. We honor Dr. Guiick 
for his persistent efforts to diminish this evil, and he may 
be assured that the recent editorial comments of the Ha- 
wailian newspapers are utterly opposed to the sentiments 
of the medical profession and civilized society. Among the 
fierce but manly tribes of the Kingsmill, and a few other 
groups, neither seamen nor syphilis have been permitted to 
touch their shores; and if Dr. Guiick and the missiona- 
ries succeed in preventing the introduction of the latter, the 
world will commend the efforts they have put forth for that 
purpose. Though the crime of spreading the infection of 
syphilis among an ignorant and helpless people may never 
be made punishable by law, it should, as far as possible, be 
prevented both by the sanitary regulations and the public 
sentiment of the civilized world, 


In another column will be found an important communi- 
cation from Dr. Epwarp R. Squies, of Brooklyn, on the 
Law relating to the Inspection of Imported Drugs, to which 
we invite the earnest attention of the profession. Those 
not familiar with the nature of this law, will learn its 
great importance, and be impressed with the necessity of 
its faithful administration. The office of Inspector ‘has, 
most of the time since it was created, been a sinecure be- 
cause filled by unqualified men. With the change in the 
General Administration the opportunity again oflers of fill- 
ing this post with a competent officer, and there is reason 
to believe that the wish of the medical profession properly 
expressed with reference to that appointment would be 
granted. We hope the suggestions of Dr. Squiss will be 
promptly carried out by our state and local societies. 

Tne inquest in the case of alleged death from the use 
of chlorate of potash, mentioned in our news column last 
week, was not, as might be inferred from our language, 
completed. The medical testimony subsequently introduced 
was strongly against the supposition that this drug was the 
cause of death; and moreover, it is stated that the remedy 
was directed to be used as a gargle. When the inquest is 
closed, we shall endeavor to give the material facts. 

Tur Obstetrical Section of the Academy of Medicine, 
has elected Dr. AtFrep Unprrnitt, Chairman, and Dr. 
Mortimer G. Porrer, Secretary, for the ensuing year. 
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ris ~ are 
Reports of Societies. 
NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, 
Stated Meeting, Jan. 16, 1861. 
Dr. James Anperson, President, in the Chair. 
PRESIDENTS INAUGURAL ADDRESS.—CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS ; 
ENORMOUS HEAD. 


Dr. James AnpeRson, the President elect, delivered his 
inaugural address. After thanking the members for the 
honor conferred upon him, and alluding to the responsibili- 


ties of the office, he reviewed the position and usefulness of 


the Academy in the scientific world. He urged the neces- 
sity of unity of action as the only means by which any 
advance could be made in scientific investigations. In the 
course of his remarks, he solicited each of the members to 
present during the year a paper upon some subject, and 
pointed out the benefit that would arise not only to them- 
selves as individuals, but to the Academy as a whole, and 
concluded with some wholesome advice to the younger 
members, who, from diffidence, refused to take part in the 
deliberations. 


CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS.——-ENORMOUS HEAD, 


Dr. A. K. Garpyer exhibited a case of chronie hydro- 
cephalus, and made the following statements in relation to 
it. The child was three years of age, born of German 
parents, and in the enjoyment of a fair amount of bodily 
health; the intellect, while deficient in power, is sufficient 
to allow him to spend most of lis time with his toys, as 
well as he can in his necessarily prone position, The mea- 
surements of the head are as follows :—Horizontal diameter, 
thirty-two inches; from the tip of one ear to the other, 
twenty-three inches ; 
the nasal bones, to the base of the occipital, thirty-seven 
and a half inches. In consulting records upon the subject, 
Dr. Gardner found one case given by Wrisberg, where the 
circumference of the head was thirty inches and a half; 
another by Meckel, in a seven months foetus, the horizontal 
circumference of whose head was sixteen inches, and the 
vertical diameter from the occiput to the vertex, nfteen 
inches. Other eases have begn recorded where the cireum- 
ference soon after birth, was seventeen, twenty-five, twen- 
ty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one inches. Prof. C. A. Lee 
vave a case on which he operated several times, the lateral 
of whose head at three months was twenty-four inches, and 
from the chin to the base of the occiput, twenty-three 
inches. In May, 1857, a child, aged nine years, was exhi- 


bite@l in this city: the head measured, horizontally, 


thirty-two inches, from the root of the nose to the base of 


the occiput twenty-five inches, from the top of one ear to 
the other twenty-one inches. It will be seen, said Dr. G., 
that the case now exhibited surpasses all these except the 
one in the museum of Meckel. The measurement of that 
case during life has not been given, but it may be inferred 
that this was not the exact measurement during that period. 
It, being a dried preparation, there is no statement whether 
the integuments were preserved or not. In several speci- 
mens which I remember to have seen present in the ana- 
tomical cabinets of Europe, while none excelled this one in 
size, they were all deprived of the integuments, and the 
bones were separated apparently in order to have their con- 
figuration exhibited, 

Dr. Watson was under the impression that he had seen 
two heads larger than the one exhibited by Dr, Gardner. 
One of these was in Guy's Hospital, and was shown to him 
by Sir Astley Cooper, the other was in Mr. Liston’s collec- 
tion. Mr. W. regreted his inability to state the exact 
measurements, 

Dr. Conant referred to a case which he had seen about a 
year ago. The child was nine years of age. The horizon- 


from the os frontis, at the junction of | 
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tal circumference of the head was thirty-three and a half 
inches; from the tip of one ear to the other across the 
vertis was twenty-four inches. The enlargement com- 
menced about three months after birth. 

Dr. Isaac Woop asked if any one present had met with 
a case that had been cured by letting off the fluid. 

Dr. Conant had seen the operation performed a number 
of times, but without any benefit. 

Dr. Garpngr stated that the want of any definite 
knowledge as to the precise position of the fluid, whether 
upon the surface of the brain or within the ventricles was 
a great drawback to the success of the operation, and 
referred to a case operated upon in this city where the 
fluid was found entirely within the ventricles. The patient 
died from inflammation and the brain matter seemed as if 
stuck around on the inside of the skull. In the case pre- 
sented, he did not deem the operation advisable, inasmuch 
as the child having arrived at such an age there was a 
strong probability that the bones of the skull would not 
collapse sufficiently when the water was withdrawn, and 
besides there was great danger from inflammation. 

Dr. F. H. Hamitron operated in two cases, but without 
success, In one of these there was complete deficiency of 
one of the hemispheres of the brain, 

Dr, Watson stated that he had operated but once for the 
disease, but with no benefit. He did not believe that any 
case of that disease had been cured by a resort to the ope- 
ration. 


Correspondence. 





THE DRUG INSPECTORS AND THE PROFESSION, 
(To the Editor of the American MepicaL Times.) 


Sir:—As the time approaches for a change in the Federal 
Administration, and, consequently, in many of the offices 
held under that authority, it becomes an important duty and 
interest of the medical profession to take some thought and 
action upon the execution of that special law, which in 1848 
was interposed by Congress for the protection of the public 
and the profession against the “importation of adulterated and 
spurious drugs and medicines.” During the month, commenc- 
ing Nov. 20, and ending Dee. 20, foreign drugs and chemicals, 
to the amount of half a million of dollars, passed through 
the New York Custom-House, all of which are used in either 
food or medicine, and about $200,000 of this is used in 
medicine alone, including some $80,000 worth of opium 
and cinchona barks, the remaining value being made up in 
some two hundred different articles. All these are, or should 
be, in accordance with the law, subjected to a critical exami- 
nation—not all by analysis or assay, because that would be 
impossible for any five persons to accomplish, whilst one 
man only is supplied by the law, and that with neither office 
nor ake ee by the judicious application of a tho- 
rough knowledge of drugs and chemicals, of their mode of 
preparation and adulteration, and of the application of the 
proper tests of quality in equivocal and suspected cases. 
These facts are all that will be necessary to show the 
primary and vital importance of this law to the medical 
profession and the public. Yet it is liable to become almost 
a dead letter when the offices of inspector are held by 
incompetent or careless persons; and still more as the 
commercial interests of importers generally are in direct 
opposition to a faithful execution of the law. A few words 
upon each of these conclusions may serve to place the mat- 
ter in its true light. First, as to the importance of the law. 


If opium, cinchona barks, rhubarb, ipecacuanha, copaiba, 
colchicum, camphor, chamomile, aloes, nux vomica, canna- 
bis, and scammony, not one of which is or ean be pro- 
duced in this country, are indiscriminately admitted from 
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abroad, without regard to character or quality, the univer- 
sal effect of competition and trade upon all open markets 
would supply these articles of all grades of value, and the 
lower grades in greatest abundance, because in trade price 
and profit both take precedence over quality. Hence a 
large proportion of the profession and the public must, from 
this cause, be supplied with inefficient, impure, and often 
deleterious drugs. As the profession of medicine and 
the public will probably continue to use these articles, and 
have not in themselves the means or knowledge necessary 
to ascertain their true value, short of their application to 
human life and human suffering, it becomes evident that 
this law is of primary and vital importance in the true 
sense of these expressions. 

Second. A good law is efficient, even when not fully 
carried into execution, because its existence, as such, makes 
it possible to carry it into effect at any time and in any case. 
Thus those who are timidly disposed to do wrong, are held 
partially in check, But even such persons have a gradual 
tendency, little by little, to try its force, until its provisions 
are insidiously disregarded and annulled. Hence, although 
the simple existence of a law of this kind upon the statute- 
books does efficient service for a time, it soon becomes 
almost a dead letter; whilst through venality, incompe- 
tency, or carelessness, it is very liable to become far worse 
than useless, since it not only does not accomplish the 
object in either case, but must stand mischievously in the 
way of legitimate trade and commerce. That the natural 
effect of such a law is adverse to the exclusively pecuniary 
interests of importers, is evident from the facts, that, unlike 


most other classes of merchandise, the sensible properties of 


drugs and chemicals afford but little reliable information as 
to their intrinsic value; and that hence inferior articles may, 
with comparative ease, be either falsely or ignorantly repre- 
sented to be of superior quality, and be sold at better profit. 
This effect of the present law is well illustrated in the can- 
vass now actively going on in the drug market here for the 
office of drug inspector at this port. Several candidates 
are in the field, they or their friends all actively engaged in 
getting the signatures of druggists and importers to their 
recommendations and claims for the office; and the canvass 
is carried on in the usual spirit whereby each strives to 
forestall the other in private and political influence, and to 
bring to bear the various interests and sympathies that can 
be made available, while the character of each is freely 
discussed. One name has been mentioned in this canvass 
which at once excited an expression of active opposition 
from a partner in one of the best drug houses in this or any 
other city, upon the ground that, if the person so named 
should occupy the office of inspector, the standard of qua- 
lity would ~ raised so high, and would be likely to be so 
applied, as to materially injure the drug market of this city, 
and force the commerce in importation of drugs into other 
cities and channels wherein the law might not be carried 
out. In other words, that the policy of New York*is to 
place such a person in the office as would not be likely to 
interfere with importations, by carrying the law into effect 
—that is, to find the man who in the necessary oath pre- 
scribed by the law, will “solemnly, sincerely, and truly 
swear, diligently and faithfully to perform the duties of the 
office as prescribed by the act, to prevent the importation 
of adulterated and spurious drugs and medicines,” and who 
will yet be sure not to do what he solemnly swears he will 
do. One such fact, well established as this is, goes far to 
show that, if the medical and pharmaceutical professions, 
through want of due thought or action = this subject, 
leave it in the hands into which it naturally falls, namely, 
the political and importing interests, to fill these offices in 
the districts in which they are established by this law, these 
professions may be very sure that their interests, and those 
of the public, will be destroyed, or so perverted as to render 
this important and excellent law not only useless but abso- 
lutely mischievous. And this naturally introduces the 
special object of this article, namely, to urge upon the me- 
dical organizations in the immediate peigubechoed of the 
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six collectoral districts, where special examiners are author- 
ized by this law, to take prompt and determined action in 
the matter. At this port it is especially incumbent upon 
the medical and pharmaceutical bodies to make an early 
and energetic movement, because probably two-thirds of 
all the imported drugs and medicines used in the United 
States are entered at this port. The new administration 
should be early and earnestly apprised, not only of the 
vital importance of this law, but also of the difficulties and 
responsibilities of its proper execution, and of the danger 
which attends the appointment of its officers through politi- 
cal or pecuniary interests and considerations. The law 
requires the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint “ suit- 
ably qualified persons” to carry into effect its provisions, 
and, as in cases of appeal from the decision of the Exami- 
ner, it provides that the collector shall procure the services 
of some “ competent analytical chemist, possessing the con- 
fidence of the medical profession, a3 well as of the colleges 
of medicine and pharmacy, if any such institutions exist in 
the State in which the collective district is situated,” to 
decide such questions of appeal, it is plain that the law 
does in itself recognise in the medical amd pharmaceutical 
organization, a proper, legitimate, and* necessary influ- 
ence in its execution and application. And it is not pro- 
bable that any administration would fail to be convinced 
of its importance, and, when so convinced by proper repre- 
sentations, would fail to exercise due care in the appoint- 
ments, or give due and respectful weight and attention to 
the combined action of the medical and pharmaceutical 
institutions which are invoked by the law itself, whenever 
such institutions might offer their services and advice in 
filling the offices in their respective districts. This is pre- 
cisely the course which will probably be adopted by all the 
medical and pharmaceutical organizations of this district 
with unanimity and decision, The Academy of Medicine 
and Kings County Medical Society have already discussed 
the subject, and fully recognising its importance, have 
appointed committees to confer with each other, and with 
the College of Pharmacy, with the State Medical Society, 
and all other societies that may be accessible. These com- 
mittees have power, after due conference, to lay before the 
new administration the full appreciation by the bodies they 
represent, of the importance of the law, and the very great 
importance of having it faithfully executed at this port by 
a competent officer; and to offer to the appointing power, 
if such service be desired or permitted at their hands, the 
nomination of a proper person to fill the office. By this 
joint committee the whole medical and pharmaceutical, 
and, as far as these can represent it, the whole public inte- 
rest of this district will be concentrated and represented, 
and will thus be rendered easily available to the appointing 
power, if that power should decide to accept their proffered 
suggestions and advice in the important local duty of 
selecting a proper person to fill the local office. By reserv- 
ing their nomination until it is either asked for or admitted, 
the committee places itself and the bodies it represents, 
upon the high ground which is inaccessible to the indignity 
of a refusal to recognise its true spirit and intention in the 
matter; whilst in making the Government fully aware of 
the importance of the law, and the difficulties of getting it 
properly executed, it fulfils the whole duty of the medical 
and pharmaceutical professions, and imposes the whole 
moral responsibility upon the appointing power. At the 
same time, if it should be permitted to make a nomination, 
and if that nomination should be confirmed, the medical 
profession through it assumes a most important respon- 
sibility to the publie at large. Such responsibility, how- 
ever, legitimately belongs to the medical and pharmaceu- 
tical professions, because their true interests unite them 
with the public interests at large, and because from educa- 
tion, and from daily familiarity with the subject in all its 
various bearings, they are the most competent to form a 
correct judgment, Besides this, their local position gives 
them additional knowledge of the requirements of a local 
office in their midst, and of the character of any person 
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whom they would be willing to nominate and endorse for 
such an office. 

In a cl | 
tation of adulterated and spurious drugs and medicines,” its 
excellent objects and intentions are prominently apparent, 
and the general means by which it provides for the accom- 


se scrutiny of this law “to prevent the impor- 


plishment of its objects are wise and good, and are as prac- 
tical and sufficient as any foresight make 
them, independent of exp ‘rience in actual application. But 
in the course of some ten ye irs’ experience Mm application, 
certain points and portions of the law appear to need 
amendment and amplification to meet the necessities of a 
more faithful and thorough application ; and such amend- 
ments and alterations have been proposed, and are still 
strongly alvocated by the New York College of Pharmacy, 
and by persons most familiar with its operations, including 
Dr. Bailey, who for many years held the office of examiner 
at this port. Some of these amendments and amplifications 
in the order of the of their 
are as follow :— 

First. The appointing power should be in the President, 
with a confirmation by the Senate: and the President 
should be legally authonzed to seek for, or admit of, the 
advisory i by the 
medical and pharmaceutical organizations of the districts in 
which they are to olliciate: or, what would be still better, 
the appointments should be made only after a thorough 
examination before the medical boards of examination of 
the army or navy. By such an examination the compe- 
tency of candidates might be most thoroughly and effee- 
tually determined, the true intentions of the law be 
best These Boards meet annually, under the 
orders of their respective departments. 

Second. The salaries offered by the law are not at all in 
proportion to the required integrity, knowledge, and _ skill. 
The hichest salary, namely, tat of sixteen hundred dollars 
per annum tor the port ot New York, Is no adequate com- 
pensation for the faithful and capable examination of some 
six millions of dollars’ worth of drugs and medicines, with 
the necessary records, reports, statistics, ete., which should 
belong to the office. Again: the thorough and faithful 
execution of the office where such vast quantities are pre- 
sented, and so much at stake, is entirely beyond the possi- 
ble capacity of any one person, no matter what his skill or 
knowledge may be. Therefore, the officer should be an 
rather than an “examiner,” and should be 
allowed an assistant, to be appointed by his own selection 
and nomination, at a salary of one thousand dollars per 
annum. ‘The inspector should receive at least three thou- 
sand dollars per annum at this port, and fifteen hundred 
dollars at the other ports, and should be provided with the 
proper office accommodations, and the necessary apparatus 
and reagents. The present law appears deficient upon all 
these points, since it supplies only a single man, and at a 
salary below that of a fair merchant's clerk, and fails to 
provide him with the means necessary to the performance 
of his duty, whilst he thus, unaided, is made responsible for 
the quality of some six millions of dollars per annum worth 
of articles of primary importance as food and medicine, 
and also of revenue. 

The present law requires simply, that rejected articles 
shall, within six months, be re-shipped and landed out 
of the United States. In practice this is 
found to be an insuflicient protection, because it does not 
prevent the condemned articles from being landed first 
without the limits of the United States, and being thence 
returned by coasting vessels into small ports of entry, 
where no examiner is stationed, and no suspicion excited. 
It is believed that condemned goods should always be 
re-shipped to the port whence they came, under proper 
bonds, or be destroyed, at the option of the owner or con- 
The special tests and standards adopted by the 
Treasury Department, in the “ Regulations under the Reve- 
nue Laws,” for the practical application of this law, need 
to be corrected, amended, and extended; for while the 
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standard for opium is a little too high, that for jalap, scam- 
mony, and others is too low, and some important articles 
are omitted altogether. There should be also some clause 
in the law or regulations, whereby, whenever the inspector 
deems it necessary to make assays, whether to determine 
the value by the standard, or for revenue purposes, the 
official assay might be furnished to the inspector free of 
expense. Many errors in invoices would be thus detected, 
and importers would be protected against ignorantly buy- 
ing and selling articles upon false invoice valuation. Within 
a very few weeks the writer has met, in the common 
market, with three instances, in illustration of this defi- 
ciency in the law. Scammony was imported and sold as 
containing sixty-five per cent. of true resin of scammony, 
when, from very evident over-adulteration, it only con- 
tained forty-three per cent., and that in absolute disregard 
of this law, which renders all scammony below seventy per 
cent. illegal. Glacial Acetic Acid was imported as sueh, 
when it was not Glacial Acetic Acid at all; and Black 
Oxide of Manganese was imported as containing ninety-five 
per cent. of oxide, when it contained only sixty-five per 
cent. There are also large quantities of cinchona barks, so 
called, imported and sold, which do not contain a trace of 
the proper medicinal alkaloids. Ifthe law be thus imper- 
fectly executed, its wise provisions are of but little value, 
and it never can be properly executed short of a more just 
and liberal endowment. The law is wise and excellent in 
all its provisions, except those which are intended to secure 
its proper, judicious, and faithful application. But if not 
thus applied, its value is hardly equal to its present cost. 
Epwarp R. Squiss, M.D. 
Brooxiyn, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1861. 


LOCAL APPLICATIONS IN DIPHTHERIA. 
{To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times.] 


Str:—In an elaborate paper read before the Academy of 
Medicine, and partly published in your last number, Dr. 
Wynne states, that “Dr. Jacobi is not disposed to place 
much reliance on local applications, and confines them to 
an injection of a solution of chlorate of potassa or chlorate 
of soda, where the running from the nose is excessive, or 
offensive.” Something like the preceding remark is con- 
tained in the Bulletin of the meetings of the Academy of 
Medicine. As I had found neither an occasion of correcting 
the minutes before they were published, nor of stating my 
views in full in that unexpected and extemporaneous discus- 
sion, I have since that discussion published my experience 
and opinions at length on this subject in the Mepicat Tres 
(Aug. 11th and 18th, 1860). But I am fearful that my 
views are even now misunderstood, for I notice that in 
extracts from and notices of this very article contained ina 
number of medical journals, they have been entirely mis- 
apprehended. As Dr. Wynne, in his able paper, speaks of 
the local treatment of diphtherite only. in connexion with 
my name, I take the liberty of referring him to the follow- 
ing extract from my paper in the American Mepica, Tiwes 
of Aug. 18th, page 115:—‘“ The majority of zymotic dis- 
eases require little or no medical treatment at all, especially 
those running their course in a distinctly typical manner. 
As to diphtheria, we have even made direct experiments, 
showing that mild cases will get well without treatment. 
But we think it more dangerous in diphtheria, than in other 
zymotie diseases, to abstain from treatment altogether, for 
three reasons :—Diphtheria is not a typical malady, and has 
a great tendency to return; it is more of an adynamic 
character than any other; and, finally, by the thick and 
extensive exudations in the pharynx and on the adjoining 
parts, it is apt to produce serious troubles, by mechasical 
encumbrances to deglutition and respiration. The local 


treatment consists of cauterization of the membranes and 
surrounding parts with the solid nitrate of silver, or with 
strong or mild solutions of the same salt in water (3 ss-j.: 
%)j.); of gargles, consisting of solutions of (or applying in 
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substance) astringents, such as tannic acid, alum, sulphate 
of zine, or claret wine; in gargling with, or applying, such 
medjcinal agents as are known to have some ellect on the 
constitution and tissue of the pseudo-membranes, as chlo- 
ride of potassium, chlorates of potassa and soda, diluted or 
concentrated nitric or muriatic acids, liquor of sesquichloride 
of iron, ete. Astringents will prevent maceration, render 
the exudation dry and hard, and alter the consistency of the 
surrounding hyperemic and oedematous tissue. It will 
thus prevent, sometimes, the extension of pseudo-mem- 
branes to the neighborhood of the parts already affected, 
and in some cases may accelerate the expulsion of the 
membrane as a whole. We have thus seen the best effects 
from tannic acid, either applied directly to the parts by 
means of a curved whalebone probang, or dissolved in water 
as a gargle (2 ss-ii.: 3i). Of the tinct. sesquichlor. iron 
we have seen no particular effect. Cauterizations with 
nitrate of silver we have found to be generally of very little 
use When applied to the pharynx. Its effect is superficial 
only; it will form a scurf, but will destroy nothing. 
Destruction of the parts cannot be effected except by fore- 
ing the caustic into and below the membrane; this can 
seldom be done in the pharynx of children, and for this 
reason cauterization is unavailing at this point, but will 


prove beneficial, we believe, by confining the process of 


exudation to its original locality. In cutaneous diphtheria 
cauterization may be exercised to its full extent, but as these 
cases are generally attended with extreme prosiration, the 
general treatment will prove both more necessary and 
successful. If cauterization is to be resorted to, we gene- 
rally use, and with good effect, more or less concentrated 
muriatic, or acetic, or nitro-muriatic acid. Where, how- 
ever, cauterizations are made, great caution is necessary not 
to mistake afterwards the result of the caustic for pseudo- 
membrane, This remark is particularly applicable where 
nitrate of silver has been used,” 
Truly yours, 
A. Jacozi, M.D. 


50 Airy Sreeet, New York, Dec. 13, 1861. 


DIPHTHERIA IN MAINE. 
[To the Editor of the American Meprcar Times.] 


Sir,—Diphtheria has not prevailed, in this section, as an 
epidemic, or as an endemic, independent of scarlatina, ton- 
sillitis, or croup; yet I have frequently witnessed sporadic 
cases, of what is now denominated diphtheria, which were 
well marked by the early excretion of a thin pseudo-mem- 
branous pellicle, which soon became a thick fibrinous coat, 
and also attended with other characteristics of this disease. 
I have treated all such cases that have come under my care, 
successtully, with mild antiphlogistics, generally premising 
an emetic of ipecacuanha; aided in the course of the dis- 
ease, by scarifications of the inflamed, swelled, or congested 
parts, so as to produce free bleeding ; and in a few cases it 
has been necessary to make deep incisions into the tonsils, 
or to excise them, carefully avoiding the deep and impor- 
tant arteries. I have never thought it expedient, or proper, 
to let blood from the arm, nor to cup or leech about the 
neck; but I am well satisfied that the abstraction of blood 
from the diseased membrane is beneficial in most cases. 

A few years ago I was called into a town some twenty 
miles distant, to consult with Drs. L. and W., in a case 
of anomalous “ sore-throat,” of which several patients had 
died very suddenly. The messenger informed me, that 
when he left home, there were two patients very sick, and 
that they were both thought to be fast failing, as several 
others had, within a few weeks; one a man about thirty- 
five, in the village, and the other, a boy of about sixteen, 
afew miles beyond. On my arrival at the village I was 
told that the man was dead. I therefore immediately called 
on Dr. L., who resided in the village, and we both proceeded 
to see the sick boy, where we met Dr. W., who had visited 
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several of these patients with Dr. L. We found this patient 
in a comatose state, from which we could not arouse him. 
His face and neck were swelled and dark-colored, the veins 
turgid, the pulse slow and hard, and his breathing stertorous, 
evidently indicating compression of the brain; his hearing 
was obtuse, and to all appearance he seemed to be sinking. 
On examining the mouth and throat (which it was difficult 
to do) we found the whole mucous surface, as far as could 
be seen, highly inflamed, and very much swelled, and 
covered with what appeared to be a thick fibrinous coat ; 
the throat was literally completely tilled up. I proposed 
to scarify the diseased parts, which was immediately done, 
making deep incisions in the tonsils, from which the blood 
flowed freely, and he was soon relieved, in some measure, 
and he aroused a little from the*coma. Having been 
requested, by the relatives and friends of the deceased man, 
in the village, to make an examination of his case, we left 
this young patient in the care of the nurses, and went back 
to the village and made the autopsy, as requested. Suflice 
it to say, for the present, (as I cannot, in this hasty letter, 
give the particulars) that death, in this case, seemed to be 
the result of congestion of the vessels of the mouth, fauces, 
pharynx, throat, and larynx; the mucous membrane of all 
these parts was very much thickened and covered with 
fibrinous tissue, closing the air passages. No suppuration 
nor gangrene could be discovered ; he probably died from 
congestion (which extended also to the brain), and suffoca- 
tion. This disease seems to be produced by inflammation 
of the blood, sui generis, which needs elucidation. 

Having adjusted the parts of the cadaver which we had 
examined, we returned to see the voung patient again; 
and to our surprise, we found him wide awake, conscious, 
and comparatively comfortable. He looked up at us, and 
said (though articulation was rather difficult), “ You have 
cut my throat, now finish up the cure.” He soon recovered, 
and the recovery was attributed to “bleeding him in the 
throat.” 

I am, dear sir, with esteem and respect, yours truly, 

Moses Sweat, M.D. 

Noxwrn Parsonsrie np, Me., Jan. 1, 1861. 


—____. -_-— 


DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
January 10, 1561, 
TnereE is nothing of greater interest to visitors in this city 
than medical life in its social aspect. This is best presented 
in the winter season when the entertainments of the clubs, 
and numerous parties given by prominent members of the 
profession, bring together weekly a varied intercourse of the 
fraternity. The extent to which this sociality has been 
carried is perhaps a characteristic of our fraternally-named 
city. 

The oldest organization which has regularly given enter- 
tainments is the Wistar Association. 

This body took its name from Dr. Wistar, who during 
many years of his life gave weekly re-unions at his resi- 
dence, to which men of scientific character, whether in 
medical or other departments of science, were invited, and 
to which strangers of distinction were freely introduced, 
The Wistar Association was organized soon after the death ot 
Dr. Wistar, and has continued for about fifty years. The 
Association is composed of gentlemen interested in scienti- 
fic pursuits, and all are required to be members of the 
American Philosophical Society. I think that the Associa- 
tion numbers about thirty members, about one-half of 
whom are medical practitioners, 

The medical clubs are composed entirely of medical men, 
and few others appear at the entertainments. They are 
limited in numbers, and memberships are selected with 
care, a unanimous vote to elect being required. The Mon- 
day Evening Club has been in existence for about forty 
years, and during this long period death has made but one 
place vacant at its board. Among the members are such 
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names, familiar to the world of medicine, as Drs. George 
B. Wood, Franklin Bache, Charles D. Meigs, R. La Roche, 
D. F. Condie, 8. H. Dickson, and others whom I cannot 
recall. 

The Tuesday Evening Club has been more recently 
organized, probably within the last ten years, or if previous 
to that period, did not contain its present members. The 
members inelude, I think, Drs. S. D. Gross, S. Littell, Wil- 
son Jewell, D. H. Agnew, R. J. Levis, Henry Hartshorne, 
and others. 

The Thursday Evening Club has 1m its cirele Drs. John 
Neill, J. B. Biddle, F. G. Smith, and Alfred Stillé. 

There is also a circle connected with the Academy of 
Natural Sciences which has a social character, and there 
meet in it a number of medical gentlemen who are con- 
nected with the Biological Department of the Academy. 

Although the numbers forming these organizations are 
very limited, the entertainments are frequently quite large, 
and their interest is much increased by the number of 
medical visitors who are always here during the lecture 
season, and who are introduced at the club meetings by the 
members. <A frugal fare properly characterizes the tables 
at most of the meetings of the clubs. 

The entertainments given by professors in their colleges 
to their medical classes are also attended by medical practi- 
tioners, but these parties have not the select or interesting 
medieal character of the former style of assembly. 

There are other social organizations, of a highly respec- 
table character, but less known than those I have men- 
tioned. Perhaps these medical coteries have as much influ- 
ence on the medical status of the profession in the city as 
the medical societies, and as a harmonizing influence they 
are far in advance of the more directly scientifie bodies. 

The tendency of the latter is often towards discord, but 
doctors are not apt to disagree, in their proverbial manner, 
over a good supper—at least they seem to unite in the 
same method of treating it. Contrary to the usage in the 
societies, what is laid on the table is taken up and discussed 
harmoniously. Disunions and dismemberments are accom- 
plished without danger of an intestine war. The practi- 
tioner for a while forgets real human suffering in the 
attractiveness of champagne. The surgeon exercises his 
skill with the carving knife instead of the catlin, while the 
obstetrician who is presumed to be practised in operating a 
la fourchette, introduces bivalves into himself instead of his 
patients. 


Truly yours, SANGRADO. 


- <> —___—__ 


THE JAPANESE MOXA—DIPHTHRRA. 
[To the Editor of the Amertcan Mepicat Tres. ] 


Sm—While the “ United States Steam Frigate Powhatan” 
was in the waters of Japan, one of her officers obtained 
from a Japanese surgeon a package of what he designated 
‘“moxa,” claiming for it the power of removing warts, 
corns, and other exerescences to which the skin and mu- 
cous membranes are liable, 

The parcel was placed in my hands in the month of Sep- 
tember last, since which I have availed myself of every 
opportunity to test its virtue. 

It consists of what seems to be the pulp or pith of an 
annual plant or shrub, cut into round strips, nicely rolled 
in Japonica rice paper, and then divided into sections about 
two lines in length. One of these sections placed upon a 
wart and then ignited, will most effectually destroy the 
wart; and, strange to say, it is almost a painless operation, 
the moxa taking fire almost instantaneously, like gunpow- 
der, continuing to burn about thirty seconds, and leaving the 
part directly beneath thoroughly charred, and, if a wart, 
eradicated. 

In this part of the country, where the actual cautery will 
not be leseiel. this moxa is invaluable, being nearly as 
efficacious as the hot iron itself, without having the same 
horrifying effect upon the patient. 
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I have used it in almost every case that has come under 
my observation, where actual cautery was indicated, 
Chancres, venereal warts, condylomata, indolent ulcers, after 
operations for in-growing nails, and in many cases where 
counter-irritation was desirable, with a success, I think, 
more than equal to what I have observed in the hospitals 
of Europe and in this country, in similar cases subjected to 
the actual cautery. I have made repeated trials with the 
pith of many of our indigenous plants, with the German 
tinder, and other porous vegetable substances, but in no 
case with as satisfactory results as with the Japanese 
article. 

There is a prevailing panic throughout our city in rela- 
tion to that frightful scourge, diphtheria, which has pre- 
vailed extensively during the past four months. There 
seems to be no doubt that it is communicable both by 
inoculation and contagion; the first is proved by the fact 
that the wife of one of our most respectable citizens, while 
fulfilling that noblest duty of preparing for the grave the 
child of a poor neighbor (dead from diphtheria), unfortu- 
nately allowed one of her fingers, upon which was a fresh 
wound, to come in contact with some of the fluids of the 
body, which soon produced the effects usually following 
dissecting wounds, superadded to which, were all the 
symptoms of diphtheria, under which she sank. The fact 
of its being in a limited degree contagious, is, I believe, 
generally admitted. That children are more susceptible 
to it than adults, is also true. The mother and four children 
in one family in this city were carried off, one after another, 
by this disease. A relative of the family, from a town 
eleven miles distant, was sent for, and assisted in nursing 
the children. After their death she went home; ten days 
after, two of her own children were attacked with the 
same disease, and two days after that the mother was 
taken down; the mother and one of the children died. I 
am informed from a reliable source, that these were the 
first cases in the town. 

In the treatment, we notice that when the patient is seen 
early after the disease is manifested, and treated actively 
with counter-irritants, externally, tonics, stimulants, chlo- 
rine gargles, internally, the consequences are not so fatal; 
but, in cases where the disease has been trifled with by 
delay, quackery, or by inefficient treatment, death is the 
inevitable result. 

J. B. Greetry, M.D. 

Nasuva, N, H., Jan. 1, 1861. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter from DAVID P. SMITH, M.D. 
EDINBURGH, 





November 29, 1860. 


Pror. Smpson remarked that auscultation of the foetal 
heart was a great help in practice, that it rendered certain 
many otherwise uncertain diagnoses, in fact, that it was 
wonderful how obstetricians had ever got on without a 
knowledge of it. He considers auscultation of the foetal 
much easier than auscultation of the adult heart. Many 
precautions were mentioned as proper to be observed in order 
to insure accuracy, such as stopping any clock, divesting 
yourself of your watch, ete., ete. The Professor said that 
an eminent obstetrician once pronounced a patient pregnant, 
who was not so, from mistaking the sound of his own 
heart, he being feverish, and having a pulse of 120, for the 
tic-tac of the foetal heart. 

Dec, 10.—I assisted Mr. Edwards to-day in the removal 
of an enchondroma, the size of the doubled fist, from the 
popliteal space of a woman. It was attached by a pedicle 
of one inch in diameter, to the fibula, within two inches of 
its head. 

Dec. 11.—Mr Edwards to-day excised the ankle-joint of 
a young girl, A judicious enlargement of several fistulous 


openings upon the outer aspect of the joint, gave free access 
Both malleoli, part of the astraga- 


to the articular cavity. 
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lus, and a small portion of the os calcis were removed, 
allowing the limb to shorten about one inch. The same 
surgeon recently removed a part of the lower jaw, for me- 
dullary epulis, extending from the angle nearly to the sym- 
phisis menti. Of course, in all probability, this tumor will 
return, but the disgusting nature of the disease seemed a 
sufficient warrant to attempt the amelioration of the patient’s 
condition, if but for a short time. The young infant, upon 
whom, in a former letter, I mentioned the performance of 
tracheotomy for croup, is now entirely well, and will leave 
the Infirmary in a few days. In connexion with this sub- 
ject, I may mention that diphtheria has occurred here 
recently in quite a number of cases, in connexion with 
variola, One patient, an adult, upon whom Mr. Edwards 
performed tracheotomy when in articulo mortis, recovered 
after expectorating large quantities of the false membrane. 
At a post-obit examination of an infant who succumbed to 
variola I observed patches of false membrane scattered over 
the soft palate and tonsils, A case of ovarian dropsy under 
Prof. Bennett’s care in the Infirmary, has been reduced in 
girth from forty-seven to forty inches, by the employment 
of steady continuous pressure. <A shield, or abdominal 
cuirass, of pasteboard, soaked in water, was firmly bound 
on by bandages, which were tightened or re-applied as 
occasion required. I recently witnessed the post-mortem 
of a woman, where one of the ovaries was found to have 
been transformed into a very large cancerous growth inter- 
spersed with small cysts, a cystic carcinoma. Some time 
since Mr. Syme performed a bold operation upon a man, 
with apparently varicose aneurism, involving nearly all of 
one side of the neck, I have mentioned the case in one of 
my letters, and said that Prof. Syme declined to do any- 
thing for the man when he first applied to him. He after- 
wards returned, and declared his readiness and desire to 
submit to anything that promised relief. Under these cir- 
cumstances Prof. 8. made an incision by which he endea- 
vored to reach the supposed point of communication between 
the artery and vein. The gush of blood was fearful, and, 
although the common carotid had been cut down upon and 
was thoroughly compressed, Prof. S. was obliged to desist, 
and tie up the opening he had made into the sac. Several 
hours after this, haemorrhage recurred, and then a cord was 
passed deeply under the tumor and tightly tied. This was 
done about a fortnight since, with the effect of causing 
great diminution in the size of the tumor. What the final 
result will be it is now impossible to say, inasmuch as the 
nature of the tumor is not very clear. 


Medical Aetvs. 





PERSONAL. 


Aexanper N. Guny, M.D., Health Officer of the Port of 
New York, has been re-appointed to that office by the 
Governor and Senate. Brartnwaite’s Retrospect for 
January, contains a highly complimentary notice of the 
new midwifery forceps of Dr. Samuer T. Knicut, of Balti- 
more. The same publication makes special allusion to the 
case of death and almost entire absorption of a foetus, 
reported by Dr. E. J. Fouxtary, of Davenport, Iowa. 
Tur Medico-Chirurgical Review gives Dr. Evwewt’s work 
on Malpractice a flattering review. Mr. Henry M. 
Lyman, of the graduating class of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, has been chosen valedictorian. 











Tne small-pox exists to a fearful extent on board the 
corvette Cumberland, of the home fleet, although she has 
been only a short time in service. Communication with 
the ship has been prohibited for the present by the flag 
officer. She is at Vera Cruz. 


New York Partnotocicat Socrery.—At the last meet- 
ing, January 23d, the following specimens were presented : 
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—Head, cervix, and two trochanters of femur, exsected for 
anchylosis, by Dr. G. Buck; Gangrene of the uterus, and 
arsenical inflammation of stomach, by Dr. Finnell; Anchy- 
losis of middle finger, by Dr. Thompson; Cancer of 
stomach, by Dr. H. N. Fisher; Fibroid tumor of the 
ovaries, uterus, and stomach, by Dr. Krackowizer; and 
Ovarian cysts, and Abscess of liver, by Dr. Loomis, 
‘ils -_ ail 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Diphtheria in Iowa,—In this locality we have had but very little oppor 

tunity of studying it from actual observation, [t has not yet appeared 

as an epidemic at all, and only a few sporadic and not well-marked cases 


have been seen E. J. F. 
Davenrort, Jan, 2, 1861. 


Surgery on the Panama Railroad,—Our hospital is small, still we have 
something in the way of operative surgery. Since | came over here, I 
have had to amputate two thighs, one leg, one fore-arm, one finger; 
reduce two dislocations of the shoulder, besides the cuts and fractures, 
Railroad cars, you know, have a way of making surgical cases, more espe- 
cially when the men who work about them are as careless as these 
negroes. W. T. Wuire. 

AsrinwaLtL, Dec. 15, 1860, 
- > 
METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 
From the 14th day of January, 1861, to the 2ist day of January, 1861, 
Deatha,—Men, 81 ; women, 91; boys, 187; girls, 105—total, 414, Adults, 

172; children, 242; males, 218; females, 196; colored, 9. Infants under 

two vears of age, 164. Among the causes of death we notice :—Infantile 

convulsions, 29; croup, 12; diphtheria, 19; scarlet fever, 24; typhus and 

typhoid fevers, 6; consumption, 63; small-pox, 15; dropsy of head, 19; 

infantile marasmus, 20; inflammation of brain. 9; of lungs, 30; bronchitis, 

17; congestion of brain, 6; of lungs,5; erysipelas,2; whooping cough, 2; 

measles, 5; rheumatism, 1. 








' Difference of = 
Barometer. Temperature. dry and wet F 
Jan. bulb. Thrm. = = d 
1861. + cia 
Mean |Daily | § ale =| ¥ P au | & 
height. jrange.| 2 =\é & & eZ? 
| “ “ “ “- “- “~ 
In In . ‘6 m ‘ - ito 10 Ly 
18th 80.42 | .40 4-1 9 15 2 N.W. 0 
14th 80.35 | 45 17 6 29 2 3 N.E. 10 1.25 
14th 2980 | 380 33.5 80 | 87 1 1.5 N.E. 10 1,25 
16th 2950 | 30 84 B81 | 37 ms) 1 N.E. 10 1.25 
lith 29.94 | 58 38 «BO | 45 4 7 s.W. 1 
18th 29.50 oO 84 8 87 1 2 N.E. 10 
20 38 81 | 45 4 6 s.W. 38 3 


19th | 2967 


Remarks.—Wind mostly light during the week; 14th, snow, hail, and 
rain v.m.; 17th, light fog a.m.; 18th, snow and rain p.m.; 19th, fog a.m, 
cloudy P.M. 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 

New York Hosrirat, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 
Be.vevue Hosprrar, Dr. Thomas, half-past 1 p.m. 

Eve Inrinmary, Diseases of Eye, 12 m. 

New York Hosprrar, Dr. Peters, half-past 1 pos. 

Eve Ixrirmary, Diseases of Ear, 12 m. 

OrntTuaLMIo Hosritar, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 pom. 
seLLevee Hosprrar, Dr. Loomis, half-past 1 p.m. 

Eve Inrirmary, Operations, 12 . 

New York Hosprrar, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 p.m. 

Bev tevue Hosrrrar, Dr. Sayre, half-past 1 p.m. 
Orntnacaic Hosprrar, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 p.m. 
New York Hosprtat, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m, 
Bectevue Hospirar, Dr. Elliot, half-past 1 p.m. 

New York Hosprrat, Dr. Peters, half-past 1 pos, 
Be.revve Hosprrar, Dr. Church half-past 1 roa. 

Eye Lyrremary, Diseases of Eye, 12 Mm. 

Bevievour Hosre., Dr. Wood, half-past 1 p.m. 

OrnTHALMIo HosrrtaL, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 ros. 
New York Hlosrrrat, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 p.m 
Emierants’ Hosr., Warp's Istanp, Dr, Carnochan, 3 rp Mm. 
hye Inrizmary, Diseases of Ear, 12 m. 


Monday, 
Jan. 2s, 


Tuesday, 
Jan. 29. 


Wednesday, | 
Jan. 30. 


Jan, 51. 


Friday, 
Feb. 1. 


Saturday, 
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Thursday, ,) 
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5) 
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f 
} 
Feb. 2. | 


ibe 3 FEE 
SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Tue New York County Mepicau Soctery will hold a 
Stated Meeting for the discussion of scientific subjects, on 
Tvespay, the 29th inst., at 74 o'clock P. M., in the Hall of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, corner of Twenty- 
third street and bourth Avenue. A Paper on the Etiology 
and Pathology of Tetanus will be read by Wu. H. Tuom- 
son, M.D. Members of the Society and the profession gene- 
rally are invited to be present. 


Betievve Hosprtau.—On Monday, January 28th, Dr. 
Ww. H. Cnvurcn will deliver a lecture on the Laryngoscope 
and its uses, 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL 


OTTO 


& REYNDERS, 
Manufacturers and Importers of 
Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 


RQ (thath. shi aoe 

58 Chatham street, New York. 
Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder-braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, 
Electric Machines, Ear-Trumpets, Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, 
Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete. 


Queru’s Cod Liver Oil Jelly. 





Approved by the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, and containing truly 85 
per cent, of oil as demonstrated to the Academy, Section of Materia-Medica, 
by operating before them the 17th of Sept., 1859. 

“This Jelly is acknowledged to be twice as efficacious as the crude oil, 
because being made a solid it is retained in the stomach however disor- 
dered it may be; when, on the contrary, if the stomach is not in a proper 
condition (as in most of the cases where the oi] is indicated), the liquid oil 
will pass off undigested, and consequently inoperative. 

The Jelly is wrepared either from the white American or the light brown 
Norwegian Cod Liver Oil. 


QUERU'S JELLIFIED CASTOR OIL. 
E. QUERU, Practical Chemist, 135 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


Penfold, Parker & Mower, 15 Beekman Street, Wholesale Agents. 


D. WW. ZOLES. 
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TIMES ADVERTISER. 
| yellue & Co., French Pharmaceutical 
CHEMISTS, 685 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 

New Remedies prepared to order, or any Foreign Medicinal or Chemical 
preparations imported, Constantly on hand Squibb’s Preparations; French 
Chemicals. Agents for Vichy Mineral Waters, Garnier’s Paris Sugar-Coated 
Pills, ete., ete. 

Prescriptions of all Pharmacopwias are put up by reliable and experienced 
Apothecaries, 

N.B.—Pure chemicals of Lamoureux et Geudrot, of Paris, for sale at the 
lowest wholesale prices, 

DELLUC & CO., 
685 Broadway. 
H. HERNSTEIN, 
\[anutacturer of Surgical and Dental 
* INSTRUMENTS, No. 393 Broadway, between White and Walker 
streets, New York. 
MEDICINE CHESTS for Families, Ships, and Plantations. 
‘| 


nisters 


ercurial 


Cupper, & 


Vapor Baths. Cohen, 


, respectfully informs Medical Gentlemen that he admi- 


MERCURIAL VAPOR BATHS 


for constitutional diseases, at the Fifth Avenue Hotel buildings, corner of 
24th street (basement), under Caswell, Mack & Co., family chemists. 
| These baths are on the plan of Dr. Langston Parker, and can be 
relied on. 
Refers to Drs. W. H. Van Buren, J. J. Crane, C. R. Agnew and others, 
Cupping, Bleeding and Leeching promptly attended to; any amount of 
blood ean be taken by the means of Cups, without the possibility of a fuail- 
ure; they can also be applied te the throat with the greatest facility. 
After 8 o'clock, P. M., daily, orders can be sent to his domicile, No, 444 
Fourth Avenue, between 31st and 32d streets. 





. ‘ ‘e@] 

‘urgical Instrument Maker, 32 South 
NINTH STREET, two doors above Chestnut, Purmapetpnta. 
Previous to his commencing business in this city, he was engaged, for a 
considerable time, in the most celebrated workshops of Paris, Belgium, 
and Germany, and does not hesitate to say, that there is no instrument, 
however complicated or minute it may be, whose construction he is unac- 
quainted with, or which he could not manufacture, 

Deeply impressed with the responsibility attached to the maker of Instra- 
ments employed by the Surgeons, he will furnish no Instrument without a 
conscientious certainty of its being as perfect as it is possible to make it. 

As he has during the last five years been present at the operations per 
formed at the Surgical Clinics of the Colleges and Hospitals of Philadelphia, 
he trusts that he understands fully the wants of the Profession in this 
important department. He asks attention to his Artificial Legs, Arms, and 
Club-foot Apparatus. 

Rererences —George W. Norris, M.D., and E. Hartshorne, M.D., Sur- 
geons to the Pennsylvania Hospital. Henry H. Smith, M.D., Prof. of 
surgery, University of Pennsylvania. H. L. Hodge, M.D., Prof. of Obste 
trices, University of Pennsylvania. Samuel D. Gross, M D., Prof. of Sur- 
gery, Jefferson Medical College. Joseph Pancoast, M.D., Prof. of Anatomy, 
Jefferson Medical College. 5. Little, M.D., and A. Hewson, M.D., Surgeons 
Will's Hospital. D. Hayes Agnew, M.D., and R. J. Lewis, M.D., Surgeons 
to Philadelphia Hospital. Isaac Hays, M.D.; P. B. Goddard, M.D, 


J. GRUNOW, 
( ptician, having established him- 


self as a maker of Microscopes and Microscopical Apparatus, 
at No, 45 East 15th Street, New York, will be happy to supply his 
friends and former customers, and the public in general, with Microscopes 
of a superior quality. As to the character of his objectives he is permit- 
ted to refer to the following gentlemen, who have used them: Professors 
A. Clark, C. R. Gilman, W. Parker, J.C. Dalton. Drs. H. B. Sands, and Wm. 
H. Draper, New York; J. Sullivart, Esq., Colambus, 0.; D. C. Jacokes, 
Esq., Detroit, Mich. ; Prof. A Winchell, Ann Arbor, Mich. &e. J. Grunow 
invites the particular attention of Medical Students and young practition- 
ers to his Student's Microscope, which is afforded at a moderate price, and 


will compare favorably with English instruments of a higher cost. 
= s sur le vitalisme et l’organi 
scours sur le Vitallsme e organl- 
cisme, et sur les rapports des sciences physiques en gereral, avec la 
medecine. By Prof. Bouillaud. S8vo. Paris, 1860. 37e. 


Baituiere Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
le Intervention du Medecin legiste 

daus les questions d’Attentats aux Meurs, par le Dr. L. Penard. 
8vo. Paris, 1860. T5e. 


Baitirere Broruens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
C 


h 


linique Medicale sur les Maladies 
des femmes, par M. le Dr. G. Bernutz. Vol. 1. 8vo, ee 


Batiuiere Brotners, 440 Broadway, N. Y, 


Refers to Drs. J. W. Francis, Griscom, Agnew, Barker, and others. 
\ icroscopes for Medical Students. 
i The undersigned offer for sale, of their own manufacture, ACHRO- 
MATIC MICROSCOPES of various kinds, from $20 upwards. 


An ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPE, Trunnion form, Rack and Slow 
Motions, Lever Stage, Three Eye Pieces, Object Glasses 13g inch, 3¢ inch, 
44 inch, Stand Condenser, Animaleule Cage, Stage Foreeps, one doz. Objects, 
etc., ete., complete in a Mahogany Case with Three Drawers, Price $55. 

Ditto, ditto, with Polariscope and Side Reflector, $100, 

BENJAMIN PIKE & SONS, 
518 BROADWAY, N. Y., 


Opposite St. Nicholas Hotel 


| Physicians should use the American 
SOLIDIFIED MILK, PREPARED NEAR AMENIA, IN 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK, 
| it is simply the richest milk EVAPORATED at a low temperature, and 
crystallized upon refined white sugar, The Reports of Special Committees 
from the N. Y. ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, and the AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION recommend it as invaluable in PHTHISIS, 
DIARRH@A AND DYSENTERY, PERSISTENT VOMITING, AND 
IN THE DISEASES AND WEANING OF CHILDREN. It is the 
most NUTRITIOUS DIET known, and in consequence especially recom- 
mends itself in the sick room. It is WARRANTED TO KEEP FOr 
YEARS IN ANY CLIMATE, and is therefore indispensable for families 
travelling with children, officers of the army and navy, sea captains, and 
those living in hot climates. 











For sale everywhere. For pamphlet and price list address 
AGENCY AMERICAN SOLIDIFIED MILK CO., 
73 Liserry Street, New Yorx. 


‘Phe Botanist’s Companion, or Direc- 


tions for the use of the Microscope, and for the Collection and Pre- 


servation of Plants, by Prof. Balfour. London, 1860, 
’Anocine © " ' 
] Angine Couenneuse et le Croup. 
4 Memoire sur les affections Diptheretiques, par Dr. W. Zimmerman 
8vo, Paris, 1860. 75e. 
Baruere Brorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


THe, 


Bariurre Brorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


‘[raite de la Castration des Animaux 
Domestiques, par J. Gourdon, 8vo, illustré. Paris, 1860, $1.75. 
Bartirere Beorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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AMERICAN MEDIC 


Long Island College Hospital, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


The Course preliminary to the Session of = will begin on the 18th of 
February, and the Regular Lectures on the 18th of March, to continue 
| the middle of July. 
REGENTS. 
Pres. | T. H. Ropman, Esq., Sec. 
COUNCIL 
T. L. Mason, M.T) | ©. L. Mrrewri., M.D. 
W. H. Duprey, M.D. | J. UL. Henry, M.D. 
PROFESSORS, 
Practical Medicine and Pathology 
Fuank& TH. Hasiiron, M.D, Princip! les and Practice of Surgery 
Tames PD. Teask, M.1)., Obstetrics and Dise ases of Women and Childrén 
;oeN lrongmus, M.D, Chemistry and Toxicology. 
seru C. Hurenison, M.D., Operative Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 
Joun ©. Darron, M.D, Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy. 
Dewrtr C. Ex M.D)... General and Descriptive Anatomy. 
Lows N. CuarMan, M.D. Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 
Groroe K, Surra, M.D, r of Anatomy. 
Every facility afforded f tior roughout the year. 
Clinical Lectures daily, Sur on Medicine, Surgery, and 
Obstetrics, for which ample i shed in the Lying-In Wards 
and Genera ospital under the same roc 


ble. Inst 


Hon. Samve SLOAN, 


Austin Furnt, M.D., 


hh. On 
1 


Demonstrat« 


ruction in every department will be 


#5 00; 
25 00 


PRELIMINARY COURSE. 

This Course will commence on the 18th of February, 
I'wo lectures will be given daily, except Saturday 
commencement of the Regular term, as follows: 

Prof. Hamivron, on Military Surgery. 

Prof. Doremvs, on Light. 

Prof. Hutenimeos, on the vy of the Eve. 

Prof. Exos, on the Unity of Type in the Vertebrate Animals. 

Prof. CuarmMay, on the Physiology of Plants, and Pharmacy, 
to The rs uties and Materia Medica. 

The Course on Military Surgery wi 
embrace the Examination of Kecruits; Hygiene of Troops; Life in Tents, 
Huts, Barracks, and Hospitals; with the proper mode of construction and 
location of each; Field-service, transportation of the wound«d on litters, 
ambulances, &e.: Gun-shot wounds, amputations, tetanus, gangrene, 
scorbutus, frost-bite, and feigned diseases. ‘lhe lectures will be illustrated, 
as far as practicable, by models, drawings, and apparatus 

Fee for the Preliminary Course, $10 00 

Puysterans and Surgeons taking this ticket will be 
lectures of the Regular term 

MATRricuLATED STU DENTS 


bY Demon- 


Matriculation, 


Course, 


| Demon 
(iraduation, 


F100 00: 


strator’s, 


#5 00; 


at 11 o'clock, ALM. 
1 Sundays, until the 


Ss am 
Operative Surge 
in relation 


Il consist of twenty lectures, and 


admitted to all the 


ticket. 


‘al College, Castleton, 


Sixtieth Session, 1561. 


will be entitled to a free 


( ‘astleton Medi 
VERMONT. 
CORYDON L. FORD, M.D, 
ADRIAN T. WOODWARD, 
of Women and Children. 
GEORGE HADLEY, M.D., 
WILLIAM P. SEYMOUL, 
peutics, 
k. K. SANBORN, M.D., 
P. Db. BRADFORD, 
CHARLES L. 
cine. 
P. PINEO, M.D., 
The annus! course 
February, and continue four months, 

Fees.—Fora full course of Lectures $50. Matriculation ticket $5. 
duation fee $16. Anatomical Material supplied at a reasonable cost, 
Good boar! can be obtained at from $2 50 to $3 00 per week. 

CHARLES L. ALLEN, 


Professor 
M.D., 


of Anatomy. 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases 


Professor of Chemistry 
M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera 


Professor of Surge ry. 
M.D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 
ALLEN, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medi- 


Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, 


of Lectures will commence on the last Thursday of 


Gra- 


Dean, 


Castleton, Vermont, Vor. 5, 1860. 


‘ E " Be 
|)": Shweig’s Sanitary Home (Maison 
DE SANTE), 158 Seeond Avenue, New York. 

This Institution is designed upon the plan of the French Maisons DE 
Sante, for the accommodation of patients of both sexes, especially for 
strangers who wish to e njoy the comforts of a home, combined with careful 
medical attendance and nursing. 

It is situated in one of the finest and healthiest parts of the city ; 
commodious ; rooms large and well ventilated; and is easily 
from any quarter of the city. 


is very 
accessible 


Patients can be treated by their own physician if they desire. 

Contagious diseases not admitted. 

The diet will be strictly regulated according to the condition of the patient. 

An elegant drawing room, with a first-class piano, a library, &c, &o., 
are open to the patients, 


All medicines are carefully prepared at the institution by a thoroughly 
educated chemist, 
The weekly terms are as follows, and invariably in advance: 
Private Rooms, according to location . e ‘ $15, 25, 35, 
One bed, in double room, * » ‘ 10, 15, 20, 
which includes medical attendance, medicine, board, &c. 
The fees of the patient’s own physician are not included. 
All communications should be addressed to HENRY SH WEIG, M.D. 


AL 


TIMES ADVERTISER. 


The Wood Prizes.— 


The Prizes offered by Dr. 


] . i "117 
Bellevue Hospital. 
JAMES R. WOOD to the Matriculated 
Students for the Terms 1859-60, and 1860-61, in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Twenty-third Street; University College, Fourteenth Street ; 
New York Medical College, Thirteenth Street, and the Long Island College 
Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., for the best Anatomical or Surgical Preparation, 
to be Placed in the Museum of Bellevne Hospital’ will be awarded by the 
Professors of Surgery, Anatomy, and Physiology, in the above Colleges, on 
MONDAY, March 4th, 1361 

JOHN E. 

New Yor, March, 5, 1860. 


r ) x ‘ ° 
\\ ade & Ford, Surgical Instrument 
Makers, 8 Fulton Street, New York, have now ready Dr 
Rk, Wood's General Operating Case. It contains a full set of fine Amputat- 
ing, Trepanning, Minor Operating, and Eye Instruments, Sounds, Catheters, 
Elastic Bougies, Needles, Silk and Silver Wire Ligatures, &c. These in 
struments it: e been carefully manufactured and arranged under the super 
vision of Dr. James R. Wood, into a compact Rosewood Brass-Bound Case, 
about the size of the ordinary Amputating. It has met with general ap 
proval, and the f llowing gentlemen endorse the quality of its contents: 
JAMES &. WOOD, M.D. 
LEWIS A. SAYRE, M.D . 
STEPHEN SMITH, M.D. 
Wade & Ford beg leave to call the attention of the faculty to the following 
notice of this Case of Instruments in the May number of the New York 
Ja rnal of Medicine, page 427: 

*A New anp Compete Case oF Screicat Instruments.—The practi- 
tione r of surgery not unfrequently has need of an operating case which, in 
a compact form, embraces the instruments necessary for any and all opera- 
tions. To the country practitioner especially would a case of instruments 
thus selected be a valuable acquisivion. Such an operating case has recently 
been prepared by Messrs. Wade & Ford, 85 Fulton street, New York, under 
the direction of Dr, James R. Wood, combining in a single case of moderate 
dimensions, instruments and apparatus adapted to every emergency in 
which a surgeon can be placed.’ 

We news recently perfected Dr. Lewis A. Sayre’s improved instrument 
for Morbus Coxarius, under his directions, and will, if requested, forward 
directions for measurements necessary for a perfect fit. 


[edi ‘al Department of the Univer- 
SITY OF VERMONT.—Lectures commence on the last Thursday 
of February and continue sixteen weeks, at Burlington, Vermont. 
FACULTY. 
Rev. Carvin Prast, DD 
Samvet Wuire Tuayer, Jr, M.D, 
Professor of General and Special Anatomy. 
Water Carpenter, M.D., 
Professor of the dag and Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica, 
Davip 8. Conant, MLL 
P aie ssor of the Prine iples and Practice of Surgery. 
Josern Perkins, M.D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Henry M. Seery, M.D., 


WHITE, Warden of Bellevue Hospital. 


James 


President. 


Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 
How. D. A. Swacvtey, LL.D., 
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
és : Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 
FEES.—Matriculation, $3.00; Lecture Fees, $50.00; Graduating, $18.00 ; 
Third Course, $10.00. 
Good boa urd can be “ob tained at Ne: 00 to $4.00 per week. 
V. THAYER, JR., Burlington, Dean. 


_ Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e. 
No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 


Aftiticial Legs and 


Hands. Selpho’s Patent Elastic Leg and 
Hand, 516 Broadway, New York. ~ 
These unrivalled substitutes for lost limbs, 


which have stood the test of over 27 years’ 
experience and have never been surpassed, can be had only of 
Wm. a Patentee, 516 Broadway. 





‘TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 


City and Canadian betidsieiegd. $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 
Mail Subscribers, $8 per annum, payable in advance. 


*,* The publishers respectfully intimate, in order to save trouble, that & 
remittance must accompany an order for the Journal. 
ADVERTISEMENTS :— 
each insertion $1 00 
’ 1 20 


Space of 8 lines, 
4, column, ° 
4 “ 


‘ > a = 
5” . » 480 
1 _ F _ y 60 
Special contracts made for permanent ady ertisements. 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times» 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors. 


oe 


. 
. 

. 

. 





